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' S U Y Y  at Dokshuu one day, and I K e l d a r  one day. The firat day out at 
cvening a e t ~ r m  of wind and snow blew up, 
so wc did not travel the next day. No one 
stirred ou t  of the inn. It wns a terrible 
gab. blowing over the cleecrt. .A donkey 
man coming in the  oplmsitc direction wus 
caught in  the storm with  hi^ fourteen 
(Ionkey loads of sultanas. The  par donkeys 
could not get h r w a r d  for t!lc gale, so  he 
threw off their loads zud fled l o  our inu 
to save his own life. H i s  face and handa 
were badly swollen; next morning i t  was 
cnlm, 3rd he found wven of his dorllreys 
a t  Aqmacl tent. As we came along we saw 
the loads almost buried in snow and two 
donkeys lying dead. From tha t  day vie 
have had delightful weather, and muth  crf 
the Tienshan it hss been delightful travell- 
ing. 

Alone in the Desert all night. 
On thc  8th day at evening the donkey 

man said i t  wm four o r  five l i  to  the inn, 
but  ,mother man said was 20 li. 1 believed 
the donkey man, so sent my muu ahead wi th  
my horse and also the luggage to have all 
ready when I arrived, and tea ready also, 
and I stayed behind to  have e reed and 
meditate, going on slowly. After going a 
good way, quite five li, I could see nothing 
of rhe inn, so concluded thc donkey man 
hnd deceircd me, so on I nTen~, meeting four 
Chnntw on the way;  felt sure I mas in  the 
right way but  could see no inn. On and 
on I went until it became dark and I nras 
finally tumbling about among the Russian 
thistle and thorn. I re~ l ized  I had missed 
my way rtlld was lost in the desert, so for  
melve  solid hours I mov?rl about in  a small 
circle to keep myself from goinq to sleep. 



1 had had nothing to aut since the morning, 
and had walked about fifty to sixty li, so 
wu glad when daylight broke. Then I 
discovered what I tholight waa road the 
night bcfore was hard white soil 

When t l ~ e  h u e  clcarotl away, I took my 
bearings by the sun, so set off in  a S.E. 
dil-ectiou and aame across a siugle car t  track 
which led to somewhere. I followed it for 
some time, whcn I saw in the f a r  distance 
dust iising. I watched, and by and by saw 
some people and sonic mimals.  I hasted 
0.1 to them, and found theJ welu people who 
had bee4 travelling along w:+h us. l 'hey 
kuew I had not turned up, so the man got 
of his donkey and offered me a ride, and I 
begged him to give me a !ittle bread. After 
riding a short way I met my servant who 
had gpne to the end of the d n y s  stage tie 
make enquiries and was returniug and he 
wns glad to sce me. The other party want 
on, and he had brought my fur  cloak and 
laying i t  on the bag, told me to go to sleep. 

H e  said the w h d e  pa1.t-y of ten (seven 
ma, two women, and a little girl of seven, 
a l l  Chanteo) had all been out seerching for 
me and were very anxi0.1~ and distressed, 
and the innkeeper had comforted them by 
telling them tha t  some years ago an  official's 
son after arriving a t  th r  i:ln went to the 
top of oue of the peaks by himself, the  
others going part  of the way, and they uever 
saw him again. A search wns carried on 
seventy days without n clue being found, 
and i t  was thought he had been eaten by 
a tiger. The party wore probably more 
anxious for themselves tban for me, for  
if I had not turned up suspicion might 
have fallen upon them. 

After resting awhile, our party came 
d o n g  and when they saw me safe and sound 
they were exceeding glad. I had no anxious 
fears myself, save tha t  a storm might, rise 
during the night, if I 'lad fallen asleep. 
A11 was excitement for the time, which was 
diverted by a drove of 300 sheep coming 
along, and my man suggested to me tha t  it 
would show my appreciation of their search- 
ing for me, and little sleep and much 
anxiety, if I bought a sheep and gave them 
a feast. I went to slectn whcil they were 
preparing it, and when rendv, they woke me, 
an11 there was great rejoicing a t  the sheep 
t h a t  was lost being fo-lnd again and we 



began t o  be merry. Wht:n they knd fiuirrhed 
they decided to ga on another twenty miles 
u d  rest the uext day a t  Issaktal, "the tail 
of a donkey," MI we went on, arriving a t  
3.30 p.m. l'he advsliture wus the ta lk  f o r  
dayn. 

Desire of many years realised. 
NOH., I expect you mill get  a surpr i re  

w b c ~ ~  I tell you where 1 am going now, 
Well, the day af ter  tomorrow, I a m  leaving 
here to cluecr the  Tnlku-Makan to Chaglik, 
Churchnna, Kar ia ,  Yarkend, hashgar ,  aud 
back via Asku Kuohal, Korln to l ' i h u ~  n i s  
is no new 1~1ru1 of mir~c,  but 1 had not 
i t~teuded going till 1931. " Mnn proposes, 
but God di~l~oses ."  Oft when in Sining I 
used to look away west from the housetop 
and wonder if I would ever see these part8 
f c l  direct west from Silljnp to Kashgar there  
waR no mc?ssenger )f the Gospel. Tihun 
is N.W. 

When I came to Tihua 1 t h o ~ g h t  i t  would 
be my las t  long journev, bu t  the  Lord h a s  
willed i t  otherwise;  and a s  the  years have 
gonch by, agoill the s p i ~ i t u a l  need of t h m  
people, who have uever had a chance of 
hearing the Gospel, h a s  pressed itself upon 
mc, so  t h a t  a year ago I wrote to some 
special friends a t  homc, and to  my own 
family, thnt  I felt  the  Lc1.d Mns leading me 
ar this joaiuey, and thqt  yrohablV I would 
take i t  on my way home, 1931. B u t  donkeys 
from I ia lashar  were ready to be hired, a 
horse came to hand unexpectedly, and a 
Cbanteo servant, with a man to guarantee 
the  servnnt, was  engagtd. Going among 
the  Chanteo i t  was  meet, to have b Chanteo. 
When I got to  Kalashar  T was  being urged 
forwal.d, and a couutry c a r t  wss a t  hnnd to 
carry  my luggage. Th2 ofticinls did not  
trouble me with question6 when thev found 
I was from Fuhingtang (Clospei o r  Christian 
H;111 o r  Mission) and -elliiig  bonk^ ; so I 
came 011 here. The first night they came 
to the  inn to see me and get my  card,  and 
I have seen none since, so the  mny kept  
npening; then the  innkeeper found me a 
reliable man with donkeys, who i~ willing 
to  tnke me as f a r  ns Khotan so the wng 
i s  open, and I thank t he  T~ord for  giving 
rnv this hi& honour of r r i t t i ~ ~ g  the Goape1 
ancl '' Pilgrim's Progress " in to  the  bands 
of the people. 
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Market Day in Korla. 
llly stunt off into the wilds took place tlt 

Korlu, 12 days S.Mr. o i  Tihua. T h e  ci ty 
of I h r l n ,  situated on the banks of the 
Kouche ~.ivibr, was -rcry buay whe9 we 
arrived. It nuy bazaar, o r  H ecklv fa i r  day, 
and also Friday, their duy of worship. The 
narrow street was pavked with pcople, buy- 
ing and eelling. Probubly three-quarters' of 
the business of the weck is done on thie day. 
I;:xce~)t IC(.rla, Karushur, and a few more 
l~lnces in the East ,  no othrr dny throughout 
th? soutficrll part of the Provii~ce, is bazaar 
dn j  held on n L'ritluy. I t  ltmks as  if the 
Mullnhs hud an rye to business like the 
Phnri:;ecs and S:~dduccc:, of old, wheu they 
~bcrlnitted the Tumple c>~,rt)-nrcl to be used 
to nrnke money. l3vervtbirig that  w m  to 
bc bought wns cn show tha t  day. T h e  
peo~)le hustled each oilier on the street. 
Meu, women, boys, qirls, all in  oue de~ise  
crowd, the younger wornon veileti. Anyone 
trying to get tthrough with rul animal had 
t o  cr- " Posh, Posh," 1111 the way. A 
prominent figure was a beggar on horse- 
back, begging, minus bath his fect. Some 
friend or  relative probnbly lent him the 
horse. Soon after mv arrival, Brit ish 
aubjecte from Hinrlu4btn, (3Iusselmen) 
came to see me, bringing apples, grapes, eggs 
et3-. One of them is  a n  ~nnlrwper,  the rest, 
merchants. T h e  oasis of Korla is 3 miles. 
east to west, and 20 miles from north to 
south, and supports 3,439 families, a pretty 
little place and has an abunclnnce of f rui t  
trees. The  people were murtecus, and I 
was able t o  dispose o: somc books. I 
remained 10 days and gather+d much inform- 
ation about the  ~ u t h r r n  route. Some 
ycare ago M r  Hunte r  !lad thougbt a b u t  
trying this route, but  heard tha t  tbere was 
a great doal of marshy Innd and much 
water, which was very dificuii: to  find a way 
through. 

Assembly of Caravan. 
E r e  the dawn of CChstiauity the aoldiers 

of Rome built good roads in  every direction, 
making it safe for the  ~ m p l e  to  go to and 
f r o ;  so when Christ told his disciples to 
go into all the world and preach the Gospel, 



t l v y  had t l~r bcneiits uf tlltwe good road# t6 
hell1 tllern foiwnrd;  bo now in my case 
w n i u  i t  \\as the soldiers who had gone befom 
nud ~ i i u ~ l e  11 c a r t  mud fmm Korla to 
CLalilik, built u p  u bank through the 
iirarnhes, r u t  ctuinls ao t h a t  sweet water  
could be oLtaiued ut  the end of coch day's 
j~ur i l ey ,  wllich made i t  easier f o ~  me, ou t  
011 the some journey w the enlly Christians 
1!J00 ythars u ~ o .  E'en1,irig t h a t  thr, I )u i~gans ,  
i n  cuse of t l ~ c ~ i r  drfcut a t  R u l ~ s a h ,  might 
ninlic their wuy iutr, tliis ~ ~ r o v i n c e ,  a s  thcy 
did in lH!)Ci, M ldicm wcre seut to  Tikenlik 
nnd Chnklik to &cc.k them. As the produce 
of these plncm was not t - l f i  bient to support  
s o  many soldicbrs, flour had to  be traus- 
1) 'rted thither iu lnrge quantitjes. There  
bvi~ig so much marshy l a i d  i t  wns necessary 
t o  build n road to fucilitate the t r a n s ~ r t .  
::(i.iKK) lhs. of flour hnd nild  till has  to bc 
t ~ u n s l u ~ i t c ~ l  every month by rnc3ails of 
c l ( b ~ ~ ! i ~ g ~ ,  oxen, and cnrts. Now t h a t  there 
was a ca r t  road evcrytlii~ig fovonrcd my 
malting tho journey through. 1 had not 
intended tnlting the  jcmney until the 
Aut,umll of 1031. My caravan consisted of 
f; donkeys, my own hor~e., a donkey driver, 
a i d  a Chanteo sci-vaut, e n ~ a g e d  ::I U rumbi .  
Brcad was made fo r  the whole journey to 
Chnklik;  to keep i t  from getting too hard,  
31 lhs. of mutton f a t  WILR added t o  each 
10 lbs. of flour. W e  a190 bought 30 lbe. of 
mli tton. 

All preparations ready, early in the morn- 
ing of the 16 th  Novemuer, we started ou t  
with the  moon smiling down ulmn us. l y e  
hacl n little sleep and were roused u p  early 
by t he  ~ r l i v a l  of the  doukey driver a b n g  
with a few of his  friend^ to see us  off. I 
n1.w) heard a woman's voict, so I thought 
it best to get u p  quick, if I did not want her  
to see me dress. She was the donkey man's 
wife and was  g ling with us two  days  
journey t o  see some cattle herded out. There  
mas a lot  of laughing and joking as we 
went  along, giving i i ~  n good start .  As 
soon a,s the  relatives ha11 left  we quickened 
nur  pace, for  was  thero not  a long day's 
joulney before us? I n  II little over nn hour 
k e  left  the  charmins littln onsia rind lnunchccl 
in to  the  desert of Strauel " m i , '  called by 
the  Chanteo, and Piedmont gravel io  bmks. 
30 l i  march bmught  us to a wec oasis where 
there wcre a few farmst.ri~?s. 10 li more we 



t, Shin-nr-ru where thc1.c wns a Inrgv 
trcs which shaded 1 1 ~  while we had olir 
lunch. Hulf tho stagc wns over. T h e  next 
60 li thcre wus grnss lolid more o r  lcss all  
the wny to Kar-kum " black sand." It wus  
dark wheu we ariived, we pitched our camp 
outside of n farmhouse, hnd supper of bread 
and mutt011 broth, rind reiircd to sleep under 
the stnrry heavens. 

The Simple Life. 
The  next day after journeyil~g 25 li, w e  

cume in touch with the Konche river again, 
also a w a d  branching c l f f  to I<onclre, the 
uext 40 li wau thiwugh jungle, the shapes 
of many of the  trees bc:lig most fantastic, 
twisted a11d curled 111 uu iudescribablc 
manner. Wild pigs hn111lt the jungles. 40 
li brought us to  Aghiz, wl1ei-e we crossed the 
river. There i s  only une hut  occupied by 
a grandmother, so11 aiid grnr~cl\w~l 
(Chaoteos). Here  wm the sirriplc life eu- 
emplificd. Three-qoar te l .~  of thu room taken 
u,) with R Kang  1 foot from the ground, 
large enough for  15 or  16 to  sleep on, a11 
covercd with felts. 11 Inrge mritl stove fo r  
cookiug purposes, whi-h also heats the  
K a n g ;  nbove tJie stove a sheif on which 
were n few basilis m d  j?rs. A little iire- 
place on the kang a t  one end, nild n t  the 
other a few boxes, bedding, and : string of 
onions hanging on the wall. These mere 
their  all and they were quite content. The  
hut,  mndc of mud brick.:, sqi.;krr i n  shape, 
without windows, roof c ~ v e r ~ ?  with straw. 
nestlcd on thc bank of the brnud Konchc 
river with thc  jungle b(*hind. Here  wc 
rested for t ho  night in this quiet peaceful 
spot. The  so11 could rend and was  pleased 
to  accept a Gospel : ~ n d  a ' Pilgrim's Pro- 
gress" in  Turki. 

Next morning we crosscd the river in  n 
fclry,  which i s  made of five cances lawhetl 
together, boards laid on top and a pnddle 
nt  each end. We landcd i n  the jungle a t  
the  other side. Here  acd thcre mere little 
farmsteads, hidden away amonq the trees 
on the bank of the  river. 20 li fu r the r  
brought, us to the little village 
of Chomlg-ICiel, "b ig  la!ce," of 2C houses. 
Each  home has  its own canoe for fishing o r  
fetching fliel from somt. of the islands or  
tbe jungle beyond. The  water  was  low so 

10 



t ha t  there were mnny little islunds; when 
the water  ie high i t  must  be a vcry big 
I d e .  Here  we rested a duy, as our  donkey 
mnu mid his wife want over the water  i n  
n boat to  the pluce \\here a e  herdsmen 
were, but they returned without seeillg their 
cattle. T h e  children were ver j  t,hy a t  firut. 
bu: must:red couruge  hen I gave them 
swethtu aud a little 1~ictur.r card. One young 
maiden wus givillg the child!.cn joy rides i a  
hf:r cantw, taking 4 o r  5 u t  a time. I 
b:~ught  u fish caught ~ I I  the lukc. It wus 
ubont 2 ft .  in  lmgth, much like a n~nckcrel. 
I did not cure much for i t s  flavour. A Little 
village like this i s  a miniature of the 
~-eligious life of all villag+s, towns. and cities 
ill Chinc>t;c Tul-kcstan, five tinlcs a doy did 
the mullah asceud t.he rlwf an  i call thc 
p m [ ~ l e  to prayers. It io nut cxlmArd t h a t  
all attend, but  on Friday, their worfihip day, 
all nre exl~cctcd t o  be present. J u s t  a t  
brenk of day the voice of the mulluh sounds 
out. on the air. A m1lrsalr3nn merchant, 
fiiom Rindustan,  trndin:: iu  these parts. 
jvined himself to our  caravan ou the first 
day, npl~arently ilitendirlq tn travel a t  my 
expense, but  on the t11il.d day I politely 
told him t h a t  we had o ~ i l y  brought suficient 
food for oursrlvrs to Chnklik, so we cor~ld 
not give him any more. TIM next m o r n i r l ~  
\?cry early he tnok his 4epartu.c. n e  W:I& 
vcry enlnrs t  in this devotjons, and I exlwct 
h~ thought t h o  Sahib w ~ s  n kind man and 
could be imposed upon. 

Following the River's Course. 
T w o  days la ter  we crltcred the  marshy 

region, and appreciat%l the b a ~ t f i t s  of tho 
new road built u p  through the marsh; 
beyond the embankm :l:t tll4.1.e 11 ertl sc~18!it~rrr 
trying to pull a c a r t  out .)f the mud. TZley 
were escorting an oofticial's wife to  I<orla. G 
days south  of Choang-knl we came to  the  
little town of Tikenlik, wit11 a population 
formerly of 500, now reduced to half the 
number owing t o  the unpl .oduct ivrne  of the 
land, the glaound being too saline. On  our  
way t o  Tikenlik we saw a farmstead here 
and there in  the  Tiz-knl and Chnra districte. 
40 li south of l ' ikenlik we. came to Dural. 
where there is a town \\.all, ilow crumbling, 
n n i  many empty houses. I heard t h a t  a n  
official had spent 100,OCO ocncws of silver 
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i n  building the town and houses for  
Dungms ,  n-ho fled from Sining in 15'36 after 
tho hloslem rebellion. A largc number were 
s e t t l ~ d  i n  Dural ,  hut ,~r.nduully they left 
awing to t,he nnproductiveoess of the g r o u ~ ~ d  
R I I ~  weut north to Karnjt iar .  3 days south 
of Tikenlik we cnnle to thc ferry at Arghnrl. 
T h e  niiimnls forded rlie river fur ther  dowi~.  
This  wus thc third timc \jrr had come across 
the Yarktu~d rivcr. '2 41uys from C l ~ u ~ l l g -  
kul we saw i t  i n  the dis t~l lvc ,  a ~ a y  to  the 
west of us. Our  doi~lrcy n ~ i ~  told us t h a t  
thcre used to bc two wnter wheels on the 
river. T h c  day before w? renchcf' the ferry, 
the road rau gnl.alle1 with i t  f o r  30 li, then 
i t  flowcd wrstward sgniu, and ul the fcrry  
we crossed it. Tlie .nen nt  thm ferry said 
t h a t  there had beell a gl-eat decrense in  the  
flow d u r i i ~ g  the las t  few years. Kara-bais, 
where we stayed the evc.nlug before we 
reached the ferry, has  n polrulntion of 70 
fnrni1ic.s. A very heavy hiar w:ru ~ I I  the 
grouud this morning. 'I Cert. arf no  more 
villages 'after passing Kara-bnis unti l  we 
reach Chaklik. A t  Arghnn there are  five 
families only, Tokmat  one f:rmily, I iurghan 
one, Lob one, Juugle, p r a ~ r i e ,  grass land and 
d c ~ e r t ,  makc up tlic r o ~ d  f r o n ~  Korla to 
Cbnltlik. Sam no animals exccyt wild pigs. 
Illsect life were enjoying their winter sleep. 
Saw two crows on tho way to Lob, one 
wo~idcred \\-hat brought them tbert .  had they 
bee11 banished for  some otiellce against the 
lam of crows. We cuinr~cd by the side of 
rivers o r  l r~kcs  all <he way to  Chnklik, 
except at, Chrang-kul an11 T~Lcnlik.  It was  
not  a t  all cold until WP reached Kurghan, 
whcn a " buraii," the terror of all travellers 
in Chinese Turkest,an, maled acrGss t h e  
desert. It was our rest day, nevertheless 
we cmld  not have t r a v r l l ~ d  t h a t  day. We 
were camped in  the  jungle 111 n hollow and 
80  escaped i t s  fury. 

The Terror of all Travellers. 
Many are  the  tnles nF mcu, horses, and 

even car ts  being blown illto thc dwert  ; snow 
fell, an  almost unknown thin,: i n  tha t  region 
lower than sea level, and from there l ight  
round Rhotan,  to Y a r k . ~ l ~ J  ant' Kashgnr, 
the ground nrns covered ~ i t l i  snow. Then 
bcgan the coldest winter tver  lcnown by the 
ol(1est inhabitants south 12 the T:llrla-RInlran 



desert. A huge log fire helped to  keep UB 
warm. Several ox car ts  carr j ing flour were 
held up a t  the same upot, so the c a r t e n  
rclwnt a lot c r f  time with -8. Bheyherds from 
Cheklik herd hundreds of sheep and cattle 
from Arghau and Kurghnn. They were 
delighted to have the h o k s  wtich I gave 
tl~ern. The  " Pilgrim's Progress " especially 
would help them to while away many a 
looc.ly hour. This  tour mas t a k a  with the 
one special p u r p o e  of putting the scriptures 
into the hande of the people in this desert 
region, which had not hem visited before 
by the messengers of the gospel. One thing 
I lacked was a companion t.0 talk to. 

My Chantro aervant and in te~gre te r  
tornc-d out to  be anything but a nice fellow. 
Tho  evening after we left Kurghan we 
crossed the Char-chien River bridges, and 
camped on the hanks for  the night. W e  
brought fuel with u s  a s  there was only 
grax.; whnre we camped. The Langar, the 
homc of the courier was f a r  to the  east. 
His was the only bouse in the desert WL 

J,c,b. The next day, 120 li was n long weary 
trek over the barrcn desert. W n  picked 
up some large pieces of ice on the way, 
and arrived in Chaklik a t  dusk. When 
wc  till had some 20 li to go, i t  urm so 
cold tha t  I put  on my heavy f u r  gown, 
thcb first timr I had worn i t  and never had 
nrvd to wear i t  again, until tho third and 
folll-th d n y ~  before I arrived i n  Urumtm. 
~ x c e p t  a t  the ercninp feafits a t  the 
Yamenn. 

Meets a Friend. 
The  pnpulation of Chaklik is  140 families, 

but the district supports about 900 families. 
I kncw the magistrate;  me had mct in 
TJrumtsi, and his boy often came to tile 
gucrt room. H e  was very kind to m e -  he 
narc mc a present gf 40 Ibs. of grain for 
I I I ~  hxjrse. and 30 Ibs. of flour for rnysvli. 
Cheklik is a pretty little placrr and is 
well suppliod with water from the Chaklik 
river which was frozen all over. Here  
there is an  old ruin occ~ipying a good deal 
nf sjkacc. J u s t  now there are  stationed 700 
Chanw, Mongolian, and Chinese soldiers, 
to  y a r d  the frontior against the Dungans. 
Every day, carts, oxen, and donkeys were 



arriving from Korla and Char-chicn bring- 
ing flour for the troops. Thb courtyard 
where I was staying was covered in, as 
i t  is very hot in the summer, aud kangs 
a re  built outside the roonls as  well a s  in- 
side. Here  I bought the donkeys 1 had 
hired in Korla. I t  was a mistake; f a r  
better to  get freah donkeys, rts: thvse were 
t i r d  with the long journey; however thtk 
loads were lighter, a s  i t  was not rlecessary 
t o  carry so much grnin for the  animals. 
We had fresh bread made a t  Chaklik, b a n ,  

we took an more mutton with us. As 
long nu we could get mutton t h ~ r e  was no 
need for us to  i ~ s o  the foreign stores 1 
had with me. 

OftFcial Rest House. 
W e  left Chaklik on the 9th  Dccember, 

18 li from the street we were in the bar- 
ren desert again, nothing but  " sai, " all 
the way to the end of the first stage a t  
Gilliq. Nothing could be seen of the 
Langar till we were a t  i t ,  for there are  
only two little rooms in the  hu t  which 
is  situated under a bank beside the Gilliq 
river. Roth rooms were occupied when wc 
arrived, but the Chantco merchants occupy- 
ing one room kindly invited me to  slJare i t  
with them. They had brought fuel with 
them, and also grass for t l ~ e i r  horses, so I 
shared the warm fire with them and wns 
able to have a warm supper. The  next 
day we passed a small oasis on our right 
alwut halfwny, also a well near the road- 
side where caravans rest, and in the even- 
ing we reached the little town of Vash- 
sh,ari where the Official Rest House was 
placed a t  oiir disposal. %re are  120 
families. Trees abundant, bu t  the road 
heavy with sand. The young women of 
the household made excuses to pass my 
door to have a peep a t  me, as  the  sight 
of a white man is  rare in these parts. 
The white man has t o  w.alk warily in  
Chanteo lest he offend them unconsciously. 
Like the Durgans tbay never use a m s h  
basin to wash i n ;  they always have the 
water polired upon their hands, nnd in 
many homes they have a special place to 
wash in. I n  the room where my servant 
and I stayed was one of these placm. I t  



was a little j ~ i t  behind the door and covered 
over with In)~rds .  They waul1 thc~nselvcs 
over thew hoard& alld the dirty water  
flows down illto t l ~ r  pit. My w a h  basin 
hat1 been usetl and needed a little cleans- 
i n ~ ,  h o  I put H conr~le of CUIIB of hwt water  
into it, then t11r -c~  i t  down on to the  door, 
nvur thr door where everyouu treads w h e ~ i  
they culrlc in  or out. M y  ~ e r v a n t  became 
w r y  angry bccansc the wetel. ft.11 lwnr the  
pit, and T asked him the reuson, nud he 
rcq~licd that the water llnd gonv into thr 
pit where thcs  wash their  handa. I saitl, 
" Your rrr~tward ccre~nonies a r e  very im- 
pnrt:lnt, but the hcart  k i n g  clcall is  not 
s o  important. " FIr thought I was hitting 
hirn pcrsonnlly hemuse he bad horn chent- 
ing mcb, so hc said, "Do you mean me. " 
I rt>plied, " I (lid not spcak of Iwrmns but 
of ceremonies. " l 'he cap fit and he  pu t  
i t  on.. \TTc rested a day a t  Vnsh-shari. 

Musical Evening. 
TIIP nrx t  stage the  road n7aH hramer  

with sand ns wc were approaching the  
snnd duncs;  prairir  grass hrrc  and there, 
also n by the way. The  Ilnngar wabl 
at Chingclik, one h u t  only. T h c  keeper 
of thcsc Langars  a re  supported by t h e  
(:overnment. Here  there was  no  grasv 
ncnl- enonah to rcnr a fcw shrep. so the 
Tiangar rlrprnded entirely upon whnt he 
got from the Gnvcrnment, sl~pplemented by 
whnt hc got from the  few travellers who 
pasfird t h a t  way. Thern were 5 i n  the 
family, a fnthcr alld mother, son and son's 
wife, nnd a daughter of 12. There were 
only two moms. Soon a ~ o o d  log fire 
warmed n p  the  roam and a cup of tca  madr 
rcady. La te r  two more travellers turned 
~ l p ,  and still la ter  a shrpherd. R e  hnd lost 
3 goats, and found them a t  Tnsb-shari, 
two days away. We all joincd toypthcr a t  
Rnpper, the  usual mutton hroth, t h a t  ~ J I - ~  

never gnts tired of. After suppcr the son 
brought bjs gui tar  and began t o  sing aud 
play. La te r  other memhrrs of the pnrtv 
playcd and snng, all beginning on a 
minor kcy. and soundrd a l i t t lr  mournful. 
Ouc of the  songs mas " Out  on the mad 
waitinq for my friend. " Another, " B e u e  
fih nf trnvelling by night in the dcscri. " 
I tnld thcl wonderful story of God's love 

__" . 
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and gave them each a Cospcl. 'I'he wonlen 
folk were in  tho other roorn, and the 
younger ones were perping through t l ~ u  
holes im the partition, but (11-rw t lk i r  ' ~1 's  

away as  soon as anronn looked thnt wny. 
Stories then followcd, ilnd my srrvnnt in- 
formed them that  my tcactli were falsc, 
when a relilarlr was madc nl)out them, rso 
there was no help bat  to pull tEeln orit 
and shnw them. They nlcsrc liccnly inter- 
ested. It wns a ho~irely evening nnd a 
good preparation for the hard dny or1 the 
morrow. We hnd rrncht~l  t h r  foot of the  
sand dunes. Appnrcntly t~.avc>llers hnd 
gone round the dunes ~ccord ing  to the 
maps, but we were to CI-oss them, which 
was thc much nearer route. 

Ouzr the Sand Dunes. 
W e  started early for the distance 

nncrrtain. I t  i s  difficult to get tl'e riglrt 
distnnces from the people. Asking thc 
distauce from Chaklik to Char-chien, o ~ i o  
man gave 450 li, nnolher 550 li, and 
another 770 li, the correct distfince b ~ i n g  
720 li. The sand dllncs are very higbb ris- 
ing up to over 200 feet. \Ire n.onld go 
u p  so far.  thcn there was a shccxr drop of 
30 fcet, thcn u p  again nnd onothcr drop. 
The distance to the foot of the  dunes on 
the other side was 100 li, but still further 
to thc Langar, which we did not reach thnt  
night, for one of our  party feeling tiretl, 
made thn suggestion thnt  we should calll,, 
nenr the fort whcre tbiere was food for th r  
animals, plently of fuel, and a nice little 
stream of clenr wate r ;  there wns no 
dissenticnt voice, for animals and man 
wnre a!l fogged out When me got to the 
place of e n c a m p m e ~ ~ t  the  shepherd misscd 
his f u r  gown, which be had thrown on one 
of the horses. Poor fellon.. I did foe1 
sorry for him, for he bad walked all the  
way, and he was f a r  from being young. 
Off he went back and found i t  not f a r  
nwny. His tent had been removed so he 
decided to stay with us, but ere long me 
heard a voice calling; i t  mas his corn- 
panion calling for him;  probably he had 
seen our  camp fire, BO off the old shephmd 
w e n t  

After supper we were soon in  the land 
of Nod. W e  were now in  the valley of the 
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Char-chic11 r i ter ,  iri~d our  CILIIII) was near  
i t s  halllcs. The  suu hnd already risen and 
was shiuillg down U ~ K ) I I  I I N  r re  thvre wnn 
wuy ~ t i r  in t1.e clirnp. Next n~or l l i~ lg  
everyorle W~IH feeling the cfferts of the t r ip  
ovcr t ! l~  dl~nes .  I t  W U N  a Io\~ely lnor11111g. 
O u r  path lay through the jungle for  nenl. 
by 20 li, whc~l  we cr~ugbt  sinlit of t h ~  Langar  
on the to[) of a 1)ank \r.l~ich n e  fihorlld 
have ~.eac*hc.d last  night. I'lcnty of g w d  
grazing ground i len~~ly all t h r  wyny to 
Chioi~ng-knl, crllled t ~ f t e r  thp big l : ~ l r ~ ,  v:hirh 
we passc~rl almost coverrd with reeds. 
T w o  familicfi occupied the T,angor, which 
mas quite big, having 4 rooms. I n  our  
I-oom was n tnoth:.r, and her 3 cllildrrn, 
who wcre 11nk-4, ~ i t t i n g  I-ound the  log fire 
ill the r ~ n t r c  of the mom. 'l'h(1 \ \ O ~ I I ~ I I  

llnd n swrc~t face, large wistfu! eycu and 
1ool:cd uupi.rior to  the  loa ly  conditions 
with which shr  wns snrronndcd. 7'wo of 
the childrrn took aftrr. tlic mclther. the 
m m e  lovely eycs, and n refinrment not 
often found nmong t h r  childrcu of thc 
lworthr classrq. One of our  fcllsw travelleru 
was a n  addict t o  the smoking of hemp, 
which is very common m o n g  the C h r ~ n t r n ~ ,  
and it is nlmost a s  bad a s  smoking 
opium. 

A Cordial Welcome. 
The  next day we entered the  Char-chii'n 

oasis, crossed the  river on a n  ice bridge, 
911d came acrqss cultivat,io~i once more in  
the  T a t r a m  district, and arrived a t  thc  
village to  be told t h a t  th r re  was  no inn, 
h u t  I overheard someone sny "Kong-Knan" 
--official quarters-so I said, " Yes 
Kong-kuang, " and a door was t h r o ~ r n  
open, and we foand oursclres in the nicest 
kong-kuan I have cwer secn on the  ronds. 
T h e  low kang was  cnvered mith Rhotall 
c a q ~ c t s .  T h e  keeper's wife soon had n 
good fire going in  the little fire place on 
the kang, and we wcre rc ry  cosy. Th i s  
family cn~isistrd of a man, his wife, and 
his mother. Homely people they were. 
A f t ~ r  supper they come and joined us 
round the  fire. The  village eldcr cnmc in  
la ter  mith a fchw others to spe who we 
were, and I prefientcd him mith a Gospel. 
All round Tntrum there a re  many farms. 
a n d  I should th ink sufficient water  to 

17 



irrigutc more ground if o ~ l e r ~ d  up. I 
iiotic~ed solnc of thc hat~~cbs n1uc.h bc~tter 
looking t h n ~ ~  othrrs, nnd I wus i~~for~ncsel 
th(1.v kwlongt~d to Chilicse fro111 Uul1r11. 
13t)forc tile Rt>!lublic dnwned they told rntb 
thcro were 30 Chincsc f : ~ n n t ~ ~ * s ,  b u t  a t  the 
clri\vn of the 1lel)ublic whcil there wcbro up- 
risings here nnd tl1rl.c in  tlic. F'rnvinctb, 
their mtln were i~ivol \~ed,  so seizrd by tlic 
Cliinrsr Oficinl A I I ~  piit to death. S o ~ n t  
of t l i ~  otticitils nrere killed ill tiiosc. 
troubles, iliclntling the Tuo-Tai of Knsh- 
gar. I%otwecn Tntrnni nnd Char-chic>~l 
tlrrrr! is  good grazing gronntl ; we l)a.;sed 
herds of sheep, c a t t l ~ ,  and 11orsr.s. 

Interview with Magistrate. 
Tha road to Char-cbhien. runs porallet 

with the river thc greater par t  of the  
WHY. B e r e  1 saw b l~rcs  for  the first timc. 
l~eccmbcr  16th w r  rcnch1.d Cha-cbhien 
about 4 p.m. (Char-chien is spe!t Church- 
en11 on nialiy maps.) A s  we cntc.rc~d the  
city the schnlnrs wcre juqt lcaviiig t~ ie  
school, there was  a qunrrel goilig oil 
betmcen a woman and some of the boys, 
nnd a s  nsnnl n big crowd w n t c h i ~ i ~ ;  our 
udvt\ut drew the  attention of a11 ; t hc  
qunrrel censcd and the crowd followed ua 
to t!ie inn. The  1len.s of onr  nrl-ival m:!s 
soon known in  tho Ynmcn, and ns thry  had 
no official nclvs of my corning, thc o f i c i d  
wns  very nnxious to know who I was, 

whrre I had comc from &c. kc ,  so st11:t 
his secretary to  make enquiries. Zlc cnmc 
iu in  a blustering way and dcmandcd t o  
know wherc I had comc from. (Since the  
revolution the prestigc of thc white man 
hns suffered n great  deal). I had mcut 
this kind of nlnn hefore so took no notice 
of his ruder~ess and cluictly invited him to  
si t  don-11, but  he lvould not. "Well" I 
said, " You see I hare  just orlived, not ereu 
had n wash yet, and nrn having. a cup of 
tea, so just s i t  clown. " The  mngistrate i s  
anxious to know who you nrc a s  he had 
not lienrd of Four coming, " he replied, a 
little more civil in  his speech. " S i t  down 
a whilq I am not going tu run away, and 
am resting to-mo~row,  " I said, and then 
he s a t  down. "Have you got n passport," 
he asked. '' Yes, hi l t  1 mill give you my  
card and tell the dar-~-en I will visit him 



to-morrow and biillg 111y pasuport, for I 
feel a little tired to-night. "IIe would 11ot 
g o  without the passyolt, bw I sent  nly bel- 

vant wi th  him to bring i t  back again. 
'Ilie following diry I visitcd the oflicid, a 
g ~ u i ~ l  old Clialltvo ]null who can w r ~ t c  
u r ~ d  sl~cnls Chinese. H e  received nit! 
graciously, a i d  ln t r r  made hitl return call, 
nud del~ar t ing,  m i d ,  " Now we have nrct 
aud lillow c.:~c.h other, therefol-r friends, nud 
if I c.ornlc to  Tihua I will come and at.,: 

you."  111 our c.o~l\c.rsution hc asked nie 
nlwut Cliristiunity, tlltls giving me nlr 
fuiourable o l~por tnni ty  of sttiting our  bclichf 
aH simply a& possible, stressilig the fact  
t h : ~ t  Christ  died a r ~ d  rose again. " nit1 
11e really die and rirc ngnin, " hv asked. 
"Yw, t h a t  is the foundtition on which \vc 
stalirl." H e  listcncd very uttc~ltivcly, s11 

did llic crowd standing round. " C n s t  
thy brcbad ulwn the watero atld i t  fihall L(1 

found ufter many days. " 

Renewing ]Acquaintance. 
About 10 ycral-sr ago, many of the lnmor 

rlihtiicts in  this P l ~ v i n c e  were sub-divided 
thus  vnstly increasing their number, thus  
givirlg ol~enings for  many of the waiting 
officials. Chnrchien i s  one cf the snb- 
divisions. F ~ r m e r l y  i t  was  i n  the  Kcsia 
district, now has  i t s  own magist:-ate and 
Ynmen. 'I'hcre are  w m e  180 families in the 
town itself, ymhably 400 o r  500 more 
families in  the district. A new Yamen was  
buil t  when the district was  formed, also 
several shops. T h e  merchants get  their  
goods from Iceria and Khntan. otherwise 
there is very little intercourse between the  
two places. F lour  was  being sent t o  Chaklik 
for  t5e soldiers, npar t  from this t h e ~ e  ia 
v e r j  little trnffic between the two places. 
H e r e  we met two agents representing 
n Tihna Russian firm, buying f u ~ = s :  
they also had been among the  Mongola 
in t h r  Altyn Mountains (mountains of gold : 
also I mct two young men whom I knew in 
this secluded spot, one a young Crhanteo 
a ~ b o  had visited our  Guest Room the year 
before, nnd the  othdr the  Chinese secrctnrv 
in the  Yamen. A number of people visited 
nip in  the  inn,  and there was quite R demnnd 
fo r  bonks. One of o r ~ r  fellow travellers frnm 
Chalrlik, where he  had been tie see his 
daughter, brought his wife and little boy t o  
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aee me, bringing me a huge melon. The  
main purpose of their visit was  t o  see my 
wo~~clerful  tcctl~.  'lyhe rlintl 11nd seeii them 
on tlie way. A f t w  sittirig awhile tlie rnau 
mustered u p  cuurnge to usk Ine to  show them 
to  his wife. She h a  a tooth missing in  the  
came glaco a s  the one I lost on the way, and 
1 drew her attention to it, und she smiletl, 
but thnt did not satisfy her, she wuiited to  
sec teeth tha t  could be taken out  a t  will. 
When I tauk them out, yo11 should have seen 
the little laddie's eyes. Didn't he stare,  w, 
did the womnu. I then preteuded to  take 
out  the little fellow's teeth, but he said, " M y  
teeth wan't coule out." 1 grirre him R few 
Iiussian pepl>erniints, n piece of loaf sligar, 
and two picture cards ; he was  delighted. I 
gave the parents ench a piece of loaf sugar, 
and the  womnn a little of Lipton's tea. 1: 
seldorn give ten, i t  is  so denr, ns i t  coules 
from India. Lonf sugar comes from Russia, 
and can be bought nnywherc, like cigarettes. 
The womnn was a very nice, homely womnu, 
R I I ~  good looking fbr  a Chantco. There a r c  
some vdrg pretty girls nmoug the Chanteo, 
but they soon age. The  nlngistrate sent two 
men to look nfter me, to  get m y t h i ~ i g  I 
wanted, but they kept the children out, f o r  
which I was sorry. I went on the street  
to buy candles, and soon there was  a great  
crowd running after me. I thought nothing 
of i t ,  a s  seldom a white man passes this was, 
nnd the people wnntcd to have a good look 
at me., One of the  Yamen men had followed 
me, and seeing the crowd he got nclrvous, 
und wanted to  hurry me back to the  inn. H e  

afraid something might happen t o  me 
una he would be blamed. I laughed a t  him 
saying, " Let  them have a gnod look a t  me," 
but he wns persistent, so I returned. 

A Longing of Many 
Fulfilled. 

Years 

December 18th-7.30. This  morning I bade 
forewell t o  Charchien. I had seen the  place 
with my own eyes, which for 30 odd years 
I had wondered what  sort  of plnce i t  could 
be, a s  I pondcked over the map f ~ w m  time 
t o  time. I changed my donkey man, and got 
a pleasant willing fellow who b~wught  his 
nephew with him, a lnd of twelve years. One 
of our  fellow travellers from Chaklik con- 
t i rued with us, and also a merchant who had 
been wniting fc r  companions, joined us. O u r  



caravan consisted of 5 m u ,  a boy, 3 horses 
and 9 dollkeys. W e  laid in provisions to  
lnst  us 13 days. Being oold weather, meat 
and vegetnbleu were easily camied. I 
packed in a tin box a fow grapes. Carrying 
grain for the nnirnale was our  heaviest 
burden. O u t  of Charchien we were right 
in to  the desert once more with a very heavy 
snndy road to encounter with many eand 
c!unes, and the whole 80 li, not a house to 
be seen ; halfway we passed a well, which 
must be a joy to many a pedestrian in the 
hot weather. Caravans, as a rule, stop at 
these wells rather than a t  the Langam (rest  
homes).  Ketmas i s  the name on the mnps, 
a ~ . l  i t  possesses one miserable little hut  very 
In\%, with pecp holes all round, yet we werp 
glad to  have a roof over us, as sm,w was 
fclling. L)uring the evening a man nrrived 
with two fox skins for  sa le ;  he had a u g h t  
thern ill nn heavy iron t r a p ;  the merchaut 
bought tliern for  fl each. T h e  mnn in 
cbargr! cif the hut i s  all alone. ITe wus on 
hiu way to Chnrchien when he met us, n~;d 
returned to  look after us. Days pnss with- 
o a t  a t r a v ~ l l e r  passing tha t  way. T& Inan 
might suddenly tnke ill, and n o  one to help 
bim. These men in charge of the Lnngnrs 
a r c  paid by the Governor t o  look nfter 
travellers, aud t h y  nlso add a little to their 
meagre wage from passing travellers. T h e  
next day the rcad was easier, the sand 
dunea ~mal le r ,  wells a t  45 and 60 li places. 
Aqbai, like Ketmas, possesses m e  small hut. 

Musical Evening in the Desert. 
On our arrival the  donkey man drove t h e  

donkeys to a place where there was a little 
wi ld  grass, anM at dusk, instend of going to 
fetch them, he  called them, and they all came 
running home, o r  rather to  the hut. W e  
had music and singing in  the  evenings; one 
of our  fellow travellers is  both a musician 
and a singer. Hc sings nearly all the t ime 
h* is on horse back, save when he sings him- 
self tb  sleep, then wakes to find his animal 
eating grass and f a r  behind the c n r a ~ ~ a n ,  o r  
at other times, he i s  suddenly aroused by n 
fall to  the  ground, and has t o  bestir himself 
to  catch his runaway animal. It wae 
pleasant t o  hear the guitar beirig p!nyed, 
accompanied by a mng, banishing the woar- 
iness of the descrt journey from tb mind. 
Shakespeare speaks of trying to see " g o d  



in  everything," 'I  Finds tongue8 in  t m s ,  
books in t&, running brooka, sermons i t 1  
stones, and good in  overything." I W~IMIC. . I .  
what he would have found in these bnrrc.11 
deserts, no trees, IIO s,~ngsters, nll insect8 ill 
their winter sleep. Wt! ~ t m t  out in tlrv 
mon~ing,  f r a h  N I ~  full of life, gru.clrlally 
talking cerures, and thc procession I I I ~ v ~ . . . ~  

along like a funcml. 
Yet in the night, wl~eii under thc vnult 

of the henvens, with the s tars  shining ull 
around, when a deep stillllesa pervades t l ~ c  
atmosphere, and save for the corltractirlg 
wunds of tllc sand dunes, you hear the SOLII I~I  

of the little bells, of hurnnn voices, nlusic 
in the air, etc., such as  tho poet writes 
sonnets nbout. T h e  moruir~g of the ftOth, 
we made an  early s tar t ,  a s  we had a loilg 
heavy day before us, 100 li over heavy made 
and sand dunes, but they groved to be easier 
than those we crossed before reaching 
Charchien. I sent my men ahead to hnve a 
place ready for  me, but two parties of 
trr.vellers had reached Langar before 111s 
men, one in which was a young lassie abo i~ t  
11 years. When I arrived I found this party 
had taken up their abode in  the hut, but 
my men tu'rned them out to a shed with onlv 
s roof, exposing them to  the cold. I tcrltl 
my men that they should not have done this, 
a s  we were better prepared to bear the cold 
than tha t  little mite. T o  atone for their 
action I gave her some sweets and a big 
ohunk of mutton. T h e  other par ty  were 
small traders carrying IChotan calico, and 
were sleeping i n  the open round a l ~ g  firc. 
During the night the wind blew some of the 
hot ashes on the bales of calim, and when 
they woke in the early morning, it w ~ s  to 
fine their merohandise destroyed. 

A Touch of  Human Nature. 
This Langar and those a t  Aqbai and 

Ketmas are in the hands of a father and two 
sons, one parson in each place. T h e  fourth 
day our path lay d o n g  the foot of the sand 
hil!s, and was very heavy travelling; snow 
tho night before covering the sand dunes, 
and in the evening we reached Shundak. 
There were many huts untenanted, the only 
family living in a decent sized house. 15 
years ago there were 30 families in residence, 
now reduced to  one, owing to the  salinity 
of the land as  well a s  shortness of water. 
T r i p  head of the household had two wives, 



and uczurdiru to hia: etory, he apparently warJ 
u rich mun, yorureefliug 2,5W sheep, 2(3 
doukeye, 18 cown, and 36 camels. H i r  home 
wmr very wmfortuble, but what we snw our- 
uelvt?&~ did not convince us tha t  happinesa 
r e i g u d  there. While we were h v i n g  our  
food, suddeuly we heard a womau screaming 
arrd yelliug; the men rushed into the room 
where the IWW wabl and fouud the hub-  
bclabouriug his fitst wife with a big stick. 
Th6.y pulled him away ; he Looked like a man 
hali crazy, being in a terrible pession. He 
ac~ub;cd hi6 wife of her l a d  of attention to 
travellers, a ~ l d  being very lazy. When he 
bud ca1rnr.d down, he said " When she came 
to  me, she was a beggar, had not a decent 
gurineilt to put on, and not the smallest piere 
of jcwellery ; I h i v e  given her bracelets, ealc 
rings, rings for her fingers, good clothes, yet 
ah? i s  never satisfied. always asking for this 
and that." I wondered if the man himeelf 
waH no]-mul. T h e  loneliness of the place 
mad have affected his mind a little, and one 
muld not but feel a bit sorry fm the woman 
her~t.lf to be a t  the mercy of such a man in  
such a lonely p l n c ~ .  The  next morning he 
prcparw] a fcast for us, when her ladyship 
W ~ S  in attendance. 

The fenst delayed our s ta r t  so that it was 
darB when we arrivcd a t  the Lrmgar nt  
Endel-e. A change in  scenery, from the  
barren desert was very pleasant. We had 
jungle nearly all the way, and a rare place 
for mild animals. The  people say there a r e  
wild sheep, cattle and horses in the jungle, 
rind we saw some wild horses in  the  distance. 
At the 60 li place it was refreshing to come 
across a little farm-stead. A lovely spring 
of water was hard b y ;  as  we drew near to 
the wcll, R e b e h h  came along with her  
b1rckc.t. and kindly v:atel.ed our anima1.s for 
us. Over 20 of the  farm donkeys were wait- 
ing for their mistress to give them waterr. 

Traveller Dies on the Way. 
I n  tho jungle we saw a tall pole with a 

cow's tail  hanging uilon it ,  indicating a 
grave ; some poor traveller had laid down to 
dic there, f a r  away from home. Often we 
SHIV th&qe loncly graves in  the desert. Mr 
men stopped for a moment, and in  an 
attitude of prayer, prayed for the repcse of 
the departed one. 90 li was the stage. 
T h e  shades of night creep o'er us, ere we 



renched the Langar,  one o r  two of our  com- 
pt~uioris weut ahead on our  horses. T h y  
arrived to  find the pluce full of g u e ~ t s ,  and 
muuy squatted on the  courtyard. T h e  place 
is in  charge of two old women who begun to 
shift  the travellers n little, and fouud a r w n i  
for us. W e  werer glad to  get u placw, for 
0 u t ~ i d e  the groulld wus covcral with snow. 
'1'hchl.c. w o ~ e  uuy anioullt of a i r  holm where 
thcs plaster had fallen off the wattles. Them 
Lullgars tlo not cuntain furniture of any 
kind. I n  the  cvcniug one of the little old 
women came into our  room, aud p o u r 4  iu to  
on:. ears ti11 her troubles and sorrows. A 
big camel caravan was camped outside, 
currying wool to KhoGiu. Nearing Elidere 
on,, is  struck with the  ~iinny empty ftir111- 
houses. There  they s tand each in  i t s  own 
glu~uud, plenty of space and bordered by 
wclttles twisted togethek. They all  look so 
cosy surrounded by trecu, but their owners 
have gonc. " To-day the  cntirc population 
supported by the  river amouuts to 80. A 
little land is  cultivated wi th  much dificulty, 
because of the sn l t ;  but the main buainese 
is herding of shecp. T o  live by agriculture 
wc,uld be impossible " so wrote hXr Ells-  
worth Huntingdon in  1006. To-day there 
remain t v o  women, in  chnrge of the Langnr, 
only. 

Buried Cities in the Desert. 
Endere was  a s  f a r  a s  S i r  Aurel Stein 

travelled ill his first journey. 15 miles 
fur ther  down the rivcr, among tho many 
interesting relics fouiid was  a roll of paper, 
i l l  Central-Asinn Brplhmi, which he prized 
very much. H i s  w m k  was to uuear th  these 
old buried towns, and bring t o  light relics 
of early years which a re  counted treasures 
in the eyes of archaeologists of Europe and 
America, and find n place i n  the large 
museurns, though they would not find a place 
011 n second-hand stall  i n  the  towns and 
villages near to where then a r e  found. On  
the  other hand I a m  carrying " the richest 
treasure tha t  this world can afford" to these 
pc11;ple who have been deprived of it hereto- 
fore, t h a t  they may carefully examine and 
pcruse i t ,  find i t  transforms them into  God's 
peculiar treasure to  adorn the  palaces of 
benvm for  evermore. Called to  such a high 
privilege, the difficulties and loneliness of 
the way, are  little thorns to  keep ever fresh 
before my mind the importance of my task. 



This  being so I had no time to  slzend i u  tho 
c i t i e ~  of the dead, but must hastell 011 t o  the 
tow~ln tllitl v i l l u g ~ ' ~ ~  of the livi~lg, ~ievr~-thlese 
in older t o  give our  auirnuls u I-est, we 
cl(sc#ided to ~ t a y  u day iu Endere. The  
grc.uird beilrg covcrcd with snow i t  wag 
uut possible to have a long walk, so I 
wn~idcr(bd anioug the trees, taking II snap-  
~ h o ~  hero n ~ i d  t l~erc ,  as there wae little cum- 
f o r t  inside. 

Christmas 3 e  in the Desert. 
L)rcetnbcr 24th.-A very ltnlg dny, 110 

11. Wi th  h o r x r ~  the traveller cuh get along 
quick, but with n donkey &rnvati, a t  the 
ra te  of 10 li a n  hour  i t  is  slow work. hlany 
siilld dulles tlic lat ter  l ~ a r t  of the  way, and 
whcn we roaclied the Lnngar i t  was  uearly 
dnrlr. TEtb~.e wus only olle room ill the hut  
nn:i i t  was  l~ac.kerl full. There  was no room 
f )r us in  the inn. T w o  of our  compnriions 
had gonc: ahcad of 119, finding the lwrn frill 
wc1nt on fur ther  where there was a lot of 
~ t u m ~ b s  of Tamarisks,  d s o  plenty of prairie 
grars  for the a~liinals. M'e went in  search 
or' them, and after going 10 li, we 
saw a camp fire about half-a-mile away off 
the  road. It was  diflicult to  find our  way 
among t& bl~shes, 11s well a s  to  avoid hole3 
h:dden by t h e  snow. I kept to my horse. 
WP shoutcd, but  got no answer, and thought 
they might be shcphenmds. A t  las t  we got 
t o  the camp fire, to  find o u r  friends si t t ing 
l111der the roots of a huge Tamal-isk, the 
broken trunlr being on the top of a mound 
above. They invited me to  s i t  down and 
have tea and warin myself. while my men 
mere unloading, fetcrhina fuel, clearing the 
s:~ow for  our  camp, and boiling wnter for  
tea .  When all was  ready I joined them, 
befcre a roaring log fire. \ITnter wns got 
h.v melting the  snow. This  is  the only place 
ou the road from Charchien to  Ketia,  where 
the  water  is very bitter, and travellers caiTy 
wnter from the  stage they leave t h a t  morn- 
in;. W e  wme all  tired and hungry, EO 

when the  mutton broth in the  cauldron was 
rcudy, we all did justice to  it. Supper over. 
then flew the  thoughts in  other directions. 
Away back 1900 years ago was thc first 
Christmas Eve, the  shepherds watching o'er 
their  flocks by night, out  on the  hills of 
Bethlehem. Was the  ground mvered with 
snow?  W a s  it a starless night, with henvy 
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clouds covcring the hky, if so, the suddeu 
uppeal.nncc of thc angel would have beeu 
all the nlorc start l ir~g. Tlien was henrd t h a t  
wrtndorfnl nleMsrlgc which hns thrilled the 
world ever fiincc, " F o r  nnto you is horn 
this day in  th r  city of 1)avid a Saviour 
which i u  Christ the Lord." Now here was 
I, camping out  iu  th r  desert, " bccnusc! there 
mas 110 room for  11s in  the inn," n messcuaihr 
nf thtit glad news to the ~)eople in  this 
clrsert region who hnd never henrd i t  before 
thongh 1900 ycbnrs had elapscvl siuce t h a t  
RleRSllgC cheered t l ~ ~  hrtlWts of those 8heg- 
herds. I was con~Eo~.ted ill the  frict t h a t  11ly 
home fiieuds were ulinwarcr tha t  I had 
l~uder takeu this jourucy, so their Chl is t~i lns  
NVI: n!ld C h ~ i s t m a s  D a y  would not he  
clondetl by fcnrs for my safety tmvelling 
in  this 1.cg1011 so little known to  the  outside 
worltl. I was  a loug while in  fulling usl(.ey, 
11 mcmoknhle uight not to  be forgotten. 
Pako-togrcik is the  name of the place. 

December 25th (Christmas Day) .  To-daj  
we arrived a t  Yer-tungus (placc of pigs), 
Not a long day, but  heavy, duucs all the 
wnj.  W e  had to  cross the  river t o  rench 
tho Langur which s tands  on the bank of 
the opposite side. T'he camel calavaii crossed 
i n  the evening af ter  much trouhle. .I lnan 
on hoiseback lad one camel and the  others 
were driven in to  the  water  to  follow, but  he 
l ~ i ~ d  tn cross s ~ r e ~ a a l  t i ~ n r s  erc the whole 
carnvnn WRS got over. T h e  Langar  i s  a hu t  
of 2 rooms built under the  shadow of the 
bank. I n  1006 there wns a p o p ~ ~ l n t i o n  of 
50. now only the family that i s  i n  charge 
of the Lnngar remains. As there seemed 
to be plenty of wntea, i t  must be the  salinity 
of the  land t h a t  drives the  people e l s e  
where. 

Christmas Dinner in the Desert. 
My Christmas Dinner. Indian corn n e a r  

porridge with mutton boiled i n  i t ,  bread 
brcught from Charchien, butter and straw- 
berry jam f w m  thc Tihun RIoont,nins, 
fiultnnas, grapes from Charchien, and choco- 
]at?. Not  a bad spread for a desert. I did 
not see any good haunts for  pigs nenr the 
rnnd. These wild pigs a re  a great  sourca 
of trouble to  the Chanteos. T h e  Chinese 
would soon get rid of them, bu t  as it is 



unclean an i~na l ,  the. Chnnteo dare not touch 
them;  their only way of getting rid of them 
is to  clrive b e m  iuto  a pit, and kill them 
with clubs o r  atones. T h e  next morniug 
climbing u p  the bank from the  rive^, from 
the top we beheld the Chekil Peak in the 
lcuen-lun Rauge. I t  was a lovely eight;  
t h ~ ?  morning was bright and clear. We had 
been seeing little but dcclert for  many a day. 
There wus prairie grass nearly the whole 
stage, aud in  the evening we found the 
Lnugar on the outskirt of a small jungle, 
with a smnll stmnm hard by. There was 
on13 one room, and i t  n small one. The 
mcn, his wife, and four small children and 
another man occupied the room with me. I 
slept with my head in  a corner. my feet 
stretching out to the cl~ildren's feet. T h e  
man lny betweeu me and the fire, and spent 
a lot of time hunting ere he lay down to 
sleep. T h e  Langar  is  called  pin^-dai-ya 
Stage 60 li. T h e  following morning I 
enjoyed the 10 li wnlk th~.lough thc  Jungle, 
then the road began to be heavy, and we 
had dunes nenrly all the way. When still 
30 li away we saw tihe little oasis of Niya 
60 to 70 l i  in  lcngth, and 15 to 20 li in 
width, wit& a pogulntion of 1225 families. 
Ellswol-th Huntingdon says nbout 4,000 
inhabitants so there has been little ~ h a n g e  
since 1906. J u s t  before entering the oasis 
there is  n grnve of IL holy man by the 
of the road, w b  receives the prayers of the 
Chnnteos when gassing, t h a t  his rest may 
ho one cf peace. Severnl high poles are 
stuck in  the ground, on which a re  fastened 
two ram's horns. a sheep's head, a chicken's 
skin and hosts of little flags. It seems to  
be a relic of a Tibetan custom. 

Most Famous Shrine in Central 
Asia. 

We rested a day in this pretty little 
village, as our  animals needed fresh shoee, 
as there w e n  stony roads ahead. Such is 
thc  dilatoriness of the people tha t  at the 
end of the  second day, only two sets of 
four shoes were teadg, so we had to  put 
them on  the animals tha t  needed them m o s t  
On the second day the village elder, 8 
Tarkand man and a few friends came to 
see me. He bad been to the Swedish 
Mission i n  Yarkand, and was a q u a i n t d  



with Christianity. They exyrevscd surprise 
that a man of my age shn)uld undertake such 
a long journey. I said, " I t  is the will of 
God."-" The will of God must be done," he 
replied. I presented them with some books. 
I n  the evening, several Chanteos who could 
spenk Chinese came in to see me;  they had 
been as  fa r  ns Kansuh with their merchan- 
dise, travelling by the southern route via 
Lob Nor and Tnnhunng, which can only be 
done in winter time when therc is snow and 
ice. 120 li south of Niya is the famous 
shrine of Iman Jafir  Sadik, supposed to be 
the most famous shrine in  Central Asia. H e  
and many of his faithful followers fell at 
this spot when fighting against the Khotan 
iniidels. I t  would have taken me five daya 
to go there and back, so could not afford the 
time. The first 20 li beyond Niya, the road 
is  stony. At  the 40 li place is a small 
Langnr--from the distance i t  looks no bigger 
than a dog house. I t  lies in  a hollow, and 
is  in charge of two old women. Rlisernblo 
little hole, hut  no doubt welcomed by many 
a traveller who finds he is  unable to reach 
Niyn. B u t  for these L a n g a r ~ ,  many a man 
would miss his way, or die of thirst. Niya 
to  Awras--80 li-is sheer desert. 

Friendliness of Natives. 
At Awras there are  two Langara and much 

grassland near a t  hand. When there is no  
snow, the water has to  be carried 15 li. In 
" Sand-buried Cities of Khotan," writes S i r  
Aurel Stein, of Awras, " The  room I occu- 
pied was low nnd smoked badly." This  wae 
i n  1900. The room we occupied was low and 
also smoked badly. Very probably we 
occupied the same room, and all these years 
the travellers have had to endure the agony 
of the smoke, because the man i s  too lazy 
to  spend a little time in sweeping, o r  re- 
pairing the chimney. The  next stage was a 
long one. W e  were told i t  was 70 li, and 
it was 105 li. It was just getting dark when 
we arrived a t  Oy-tograck (House of U'hite 
Poplars). We could find no inn, so the 
donkey man took us to  the house of a friend. 
W e  got a ~ e r y  warm, homely reception; we 
might have been old friends; even the wee 
laddie of five summers came to me a t  once 
and took hold of my hand. Until the room 



was rendy for  US, 1 WOI taken to the womeu's 
quarters ; the mother and two daughtem-in- 
law came and s a t  around the fire with m a  
They had no veils on. They admired my 
long woollen &scarf. It wae a very homely 
home, and apyarelltly a very happy home. 
When my room wa8 ready, I retired there, 
and after supper the granny, two sons, their  
wivca and the wee laddie came and eat 
uround my fire. One of the sons is a mullah. 
I told them my errand, speaking mostly 
through my interpreter, and they listened 
very attentively. My watch, pocket 
compasrs, etc., were all of interest. My teeth 
were, of coutse, the chief object of interest. 
W e  spent a very enjoyable evening together. 
Thc oafiis i s  about the same size rm Niya, 
and the Name number of families. 

New Year's Day.-A journey of 90 li 
brought us to  Keria (U-tien) where we came 
in  touch with a little of Western Civilisa- 
tion, there being a post office. Through the 
kindness of the Postal Commissioner of 
Tihua, I was able to  replenish my little 
purse. Some letters and b o o b  were waiting 
my arrival. Finding there was no telegraph 
office there, nor a t  Khotan, I sent off a letter 
to  Kashgar, enclosing two telegrams telling 
of my safe arrival, to be transmitted to  T ihua  
and Shanghai, to  be cabled home. 

Keria. 
Wc crossed the Keria  River just before 

we reached the city. This  river a t  one 
time flowed f a r  into the Takla-makan desert. 
Thmi there was a trade route, right through 
t o  Kuchae;  now, owing to  aridity, the flow 
of water is much less, ~ n d  no longer used. 
T h e  city of Reria  stands on a bank which ir 
high and laess, overlooking the river, and 
i n  the face of the bank rise tier upon tier 
of flimsy, wattle-plastered houses, or rather 
huts. We had to  do a good deal of winding 
about ere we reached the bazaar. Except 
two of the main streets, the rest of the city 
is nothing but a lot of little winding lanes 
and alleys through which i t  is difficult to find 
your way out. T h e  city itfielf i s  very quiet, 
many shops not even open, but on bazaar 
day the streets a re  densely crowded. Every- 
thing tha t  can be bought in  the district iw 
exposed for sale on tha t  day. The  country 
people bring in  their cotton wool, cotton 



thread, to sell to the merchants who weave 
tho cloth : furs, skins, hidchs, ctc. Certain 
classes of goods are  found in certain partn 
of the city, YO i t  ia casr to find what you 
want. \Vornen wearing thcir long lace veils. 
elbowed their way among the crowds, in 
numbers u s  rnany ns thcir men. We a r r ~ v e d  
on bnnlinr day and hnd to keel) lihoutir~g 
" I'obh, "-" ('lr?.lr the way, clt$i~v the 
way." hluny took little heed to the shouting 
and only got out of the way by a knock on 
their backs by the corner of the boxea. T h o  
inner " Serni " wna full of nnimals and goods 
belonging to merchnnts. We managed to  get 
a small room in n corner. I t  was so dark 
tha t  I needed a candle to be able to rend, and 
the smoke from the open fire brought team 
to  my eyes. As soon a s  I was settled in. 
I sent my card to the Post Master, for now 
we had once more got into contact with a bit 
of Western civilisation. I was sorry to 
learn that  the nearest telegraph office 1vng a t  
Knshgar, 19 days further on, and that  i t  
would be necessary to  send the te legrnr~ by 
post to Kashgar. I t  was n disapnointment, 
for I wns already filr behind my time. I 
had hoped to reach Khotan for Christmtu, 
and now i t  was New Year's 1)ny and o~rly  
at K e ~ i a ,  but consoled myself in knowing tha t  
my relatives would not know tha t  I had 
undertaken the journey till the Chris t~nae 
festival season was over. The  I'ost Elnfitcr 
a t  once came round to  see me, bringine two 
parcels of Gospels sent from Kashgar, a r ~ d  
also a letter from the Postal Commi~sioncr, 
informing me tha t  he hnd asked the P o ~ t  
Master to hand over what money I reqnirsd. 
The  Post Master was very kind;  be had 
already made arrangements with the A l i ~ ~ k a l  
to  prepare me a room in his house. Ali~nl;al 
mean8 ' I  white beard," suggestive of a n  elder. 
The  Aksakal with whom I stayed is a n  
Indian Mnhommedan who represents the 
British Consul General a t  Kashgar in  any 
minor mattera affecting the Indinn popula- 
tion in  Keria. There are  some 40 or  50 of 
them. Shortly after the Post Master left. 
the Aksakal came and invited me to his 
home. I accepted this kind offer, but  did 
not move till the following day, as  I wanted 
to  finish my business in  the city with the 
officials fink Later  o n  I found the officlab 
had gone t o  Khotan. 



I Call Upon the Officials. 
I n  Chiria i t  was seldom we rieited the 

officials u we pmsed through the citiee. 
but 1 wag told by the Chantc-os, that  i t  
would be diltreslpcctful for me, a visitor 
fro111 a foreign lnud to  paas through and 
not call ulmn the oflicds. Our L ' U U ~ U L ~  wan 
to send the servant wiLh a ctlrd to irlform 
the officials tha t  we were passing through 
his honourable city. If he was friendly, he 
would either come and visit us in the inn 
or invite us to go t o  the Yamen. 1 am very 
sorry to sax I was ?lot much onauloured 
with the stanip of Iudiari I clinie in  contncc 
with, d s o  heard tha t  thcby were not much 
in favour with the people, and 1 myself 
suffered a t  their bands, though members uf 
tho same Empire. Their busi~lefis i s  that of 
usurers, a kind of business which is for- 
bidden by Koran. T h e  Chanteos never o w n  
pawnshops either. They leud out money r c  
a very high iuterest, then when the man 
fails to pay up they seize his land. They 
were not content with fleecing the Chanteo, 
they wanted to fleece me also, and I ant 
not  without my doubts tha t  my host wan 
in the plot. I had 6 donkeys; one died 
after reaching R e r i n ;  another one I Baku 
t o  the donkeyman, so had 4 left. On 
Bazaar day I ~ e n t  them on the market;  
soon after they got there, a farmer offered 
'r40 for them, and my man was just in the 
act of crossing hands with thc buyer, when 
an  Indian came up and said to  the man, 

What  are  you buying those animals fo r?"  
There  was quite a crowd standing round. 
T h e  poor man was afraid, and no one else 
dare  offcr to  buy them. My men told me 
who i t  was, and I told my host, who was 
no doubt afraid I would tell the Consul- 
General when I got to Kashgar, so called 
the  man to  his house, then called me also, 
and that  man swore an  oath tha t  God would 
kill him if i t  wns he who had stopped the 
sale, when I saw he had gone so f a r  I told 
my host to let the matter drop. H e  knew 
I did not believe a word the fellow said. 
This man had a very funny eye, which n* 
one could mistake and he was the only 
fellow among the Indians who had such a n  
cye. I then told my host I would take them 
on with me to Khotan. Later on he said 
tha t  a friend of his would come and look 
at them ; the man did, and after mucn 



haggling I sold them a t  a loss of W.50 
compared with the other ulan's price. I 
firmly believe tha t  my host got this muu t o  
come and buy them for hirnuelf. 'l'he ln- 
dians werc cwtainly no credit to our  E m -  
pire. Somt! years ago the Causal-General 
had to  gent1 several back to  India, becauve 
of their zuisdeede. 

I w m  rrevel-theless thnnkful and got 
to  Iceria without the loss of a single animal. 
The  poor dollkeys that  perish iu the desert 
every year must be a large number. Every 
day we passed cnrc:lses; some had been dead 
a long while, others more recently, tund some 
had just hrenthed their lust breath. There  
were nlwnys vultures near at hand t o  pounce 
on the prey. One rrlorning seven vultures 
were in  the middle of the road, and did not 
seem to  be ufruid;  two of them remained 
unti l  wo were within a few yards of them. 
I n  glace of the donkeys I bought two young 
stallions for the rest of the  journey, one f o r  
my servant and one for the luggage. I rode 
my own mare. We need no longer to  lay i n  
r store of food o r  g r i n .  

Unwanted Companions. 
I t  was n great relief t o  get t o  Keria,  and 

have u good bath and cha~ ige  of garments. 
Sleeping out, my garments came i n  contact 
with the  garment of my men, so  I had at- 
tracted a goodly number of un- 
wanted companions t o  my side, 
only nlways conscious of their  presence 
during the day, but especially so a t  
night. They always worked hardest on the  
night shift. Yet they were not so numerous 
a s  the night when we had finished our  jour- 
ney across the Ordos in  1892. T h a t  night 
we locked our roof door in the inn  nnd began 
the hunt, and when I hnd murdered 500 I 
stopped counting. There  is not very much 
love lost between the Chinese and the  
Chanteos, very little intercourse between 
them except on business. Hnrdly any social 
intercourse. After leaving Korla,  I let  my 
beard grow and had i t  trimmed Chanteo 
fashion, also I wore a Chanteo " chapan," a 
long coat, a s  it was too wnrm to  wear my 
heavy fur. A Chinese merchant who came 
t o  the inn t o  see me when I arrived expressed 
disgust a t  my following Chanteo style. I 



said, " When I came to  China, I wore 
Uhiuese clothes, and also grew u queue; now 
tha t  I am in Chanteo country, I wear the  
Chanteo style of clothes. noes  not your 
~ ~ r o v e r b  uny, Sui-hoiang, Kuch-huiung ( tha t  
iu,  i f  you go to liornr, you do 
a s  the Romarle do."--" Puh-hno, puh-hao " 
(" Not good, not good, not good, you do not 
want to follow their custom8 "), he rel~lied. 
After 12 days' etuy, we hurried off on o u r  
forward journey. 

Keria to Khotan (Hotien) . 
rSistnnce, 440 li, 5 stages. Out of the  

oasis of Kcria, desert ugnin with very sandy 
r o d s .  ICuen-lun Mts. on our left ns a back- 
ground. We passed one lonely Langar on the 
way arid in the evening, ufter a stage of 80 
li we reached the pretty little onsis of Hn-  
la-kuh. These desert marches are very 
dreary. The  ground was all covered with 
snow, and my servnnt and I were now ulone ; 
having parted with the donkeys, we had no 
longer need of a donkeyman. The  second 
day brought us  to  the little oasis of Chirn, 
supposed to have a population of 10,000. It 
i s  now a district, and has i t s  own official, 
who resides in a new Yamen. H e  was away 
a t  Khotnn. Grapes and melons very cheap. 
There is no outlet for  them. They are  all 
consumrd in  the oasis. T o  the north and 
north-east of Chira a re  several ruins, even 
a s  f a r  as  five miles into the desert;  there 
nre the old ruins, Rawak and Dandam-ulik, 
which is  evident tha t  many years ago there 
way a mich bigger flow of water in the 
river. When we were there, there was a 
great scarcity of wa te r ;  the people were 
breaking u p  the ice and carrying i t  to their 
homes. They had never known such a hard 
winter. From Chira to Bnsh-togmk (Fivn 
Poplars) we passed two little rest-houses at 
the 40 and 60 li plnces. After passing the  
latter, the little black stallion did not want  
to  go on and would persist in going first t o  
one side and then another:  a t  last  we dis- 
covered tha t  the belly band had rubbed the 
skin badly, so it was necessary to put the 
load on the animal the  man was riding. Th is  
necessitated him walking; however, I said 
to  him : " W e  have still 25 li to go ;  I wiU 
ride 10 li, then you can ride 10 li." The 
road was very heavy with sand. 



Trouble With  M y  Servant. 
When I had still about half a li to  go, he 

shouted to me, " Get down, I want to ride; 
I cannot walk, my foot is  sore." I am not 
accustomed to have orders from my servant, 
so said to him, " I told you that  I wo~ild 
get down when we had gone 10 l i ;  we utill 
have half u li to go, then I will get dowr~." 
H e  sa t  down on the road side, saying " I  
cannot go any further."-" A11 right," I 
said, " give me the bridles. You can stay, 
but I nm going forward." I kncw i t  would 
be no easy task for me, but was determined 
not to give in to him, though we were out 
in the desert alone, so off 1 went. I had 
uot got very far, when he ran after me, 
overtook me, saying " What are you going to  
do? "-" Do? " I said, " Do? I am going t o  
the inn ; if you cnre to stay out in  the desert 
a11 night, I do not." H e  laughed outright. 
A little further on, the 10 li stage war3 
reached, and I was going to get down. " D o  
not get down," he snid, " my foot is  better." 
Nevertheless, I got down. When he had 
riddeu 5 li, hc got down and made me ride. 
We were better friends after t h a t ;  he knew 
that  1 was master. There are four Langara 
a t  Bnsh-togrt~k. We met u party of men 
going to C'hira, to fetch grain for the 
Khotan officials. 

A Fertile Plain. 
The first par t  of the stage to 

Lob there are very hcavy sand dunes to 
be crossed, making i t  very hard on the 
animals;  40 l i  from Lob we cleared out 
of the sand dunes to a fine level road, the 
last  10 li through an  avenue of trees. The 
mountains receded a t  Chira, but here they 
were much nearer and a vast plain of 
Piedmont gravel ran up to the foot of the  
mountains. From the position on the maps, 
I expected Lob to be another Langar,  and 
instead it is very large oasis which included 
Khotan as  well. A rich fertile plain. There 
were supposed to be 20,000 families in  the 
Lob District alone. The whole way to  
Khotan is  through an  avenue of trees, in 
some places four deep. The road is very 
broad and level as a pancake; a splendid 
motor road. I was glad to get to Khotan. 



The puryosc 1 lret out for wall accomy 
lished; I htid covered the virbin soil, and 
left ~ ~ v r t i o n u  of the Scripturea and Pil- 
grim's l'rugrcass in every y1ac.e I yasaed 
th~uugh ,  exuryt Eudere and Yat-tograk, 
where there were only women in charge 
of the Lalxors.  At  Endere the two old 
wou~rrl were Inrth old and stupid, and at 
Ynk-torgrak tLe wornan'bi husband was in 
prison. A strange &tory wag told UB. A 
mau and his boy of 11 or  12 summers left 
the Langaim one morning. After going so 
fa r  the father told his boy to  go slowly 
011 with the horse. The father did not t u ~ d  
u p  again, a r ~ d  the wee laddie w u  found on 
tho road crying. '1 search party was eenc 
out to  find him, but after many days the 
tiearch proved fruitless, so the woman'e 
husbnnd was arrested by the olficial on 
fiuspicion. It is  suplmsed the man had gone 
off in the wrong direc$ion in the first place, 
there being no landmark, had wandered 

fa r  into the desert. I told the  story in 
Khotan, but no-one seemed to have heard of 
it. 

" My Thorn in the Flesh." 
I t  was a great joy to renlise tha t  this 

little known region of desert, m i u s  and 
buried cities, with a scanty population, ha? 
now got the word of God in their midst. 1 
do not considcr the journey to  be a very 
hard one, a trifle lonely, but then for  
nearly 39 yeam I have been travelling oif 
and on, in  different parts of C x n a .  chiefly 
on the borders of Mongolia and Tibcf 
(Kobo-Nor) so accustomed t o  rough it. A 
person right out from home might think 
differently. It was the best season to travel. 
Mutton could be kept for any length of 
time, ,and what  i s  more nourishing and 
satisfying to  the hungry traveller a t  the 
r ~ ~ d  of the day journey. than 1)lenty or' 
good wholcsomc bread and mutton soup, 
a rral  feast in  the desert. A few luxurieo: 
such a s  biscuits to  nibble by the way, a 
little chocolate, sugar and tea is  really a11 
tha t  is  required. My only drawback was my 
wrrtched servant, who was as lazy as he 
was long. I had to  look after the horses 
to  see tha t  they were fcd properly, and 
also to see tha t  nothing was mbbing their 
hacks. and once a sqre  appeared, to see i t  
doctored evcry day till it was well. I had 
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t o  cull him a t  least twicn every m o r t ~ i l ~ g  
e1.e ho got up, nlrd if ho did not nlove, 1 
s a t  U ~ J .  then hc got ul), and 1 l ~ y  d o w l ~  
again till rlry cup uf tcn was ready. 111. 
wus very itirriroral litld had to suffer for his 
misdeeds. LIc was my thoill iu tho flcsll to  
keep ule humble. 

The Educational System. 
The  ~ n o s t  striking tiring oil the 

wny is the dcpol~ul:ltiorr of 1)lilcc~s 
owing to  the salinity of tllc soil, uud the 
nridity of tho clirntlte. 'l'hc sad part  of 
tlrc ~ ~ L I I . I I I J J  was  thc lol~cly gl 'n~  c b s .  1u:1r1<1~(1 
by ;i loug ~x)lc, with u cow's tnil hung 1111 

thcn~ .  Thcy had gone till they could go no 
furthrl., i t  nlay have been sickness or  thirst. 
T h e  ~)re l )~~nderul ice  of girls to boys is very 
marked, tllc l)urci~ts having grctit difliculty 
iii gutting thcir girls off thcir hands. I n  
Chaklilr 1 nrus told a girl could be gtrt for  
u few dollars, or  if i t  was R good home, 
they woultl let her go for nothing. Scvcr~il  
times oil the road I was asked why I uid 
not take one. The Chanteos :ire l ~ ~ u c h  kec1:c.r 
ou the education of thicr children than t l ~  
Lhngans. The  Dungan system is not satis- 
factory, for they tcach what  rcully is a 
dead language in China ;  Arabic. Of every 
100 boys that  learu Arabic, only one per 
ceirt. can make any real use of it. I t  is 
only useful to the student who wishes to  
becom0 a Mullah. Why they do uot teach 
them the language of the country of tLelr 
adoption, the lailgunge which they daily 
use, has always bceu a puzzle t o  mc. I t  i s  
a grcat disadvantage t o  themselves mid 
cousecluentlg vcry few of them ever become 
civil offici~\ls. T o  have the ah-heug to  come 
and tcach them Arabic one hour a day, 
and follow the China educational curri- 
culum, would be niuch better, and make i t  
compulsory tha t  all the scholars should a t -  
tend worsliil~ on the Fridays. T h e  Chnntoe 
Ah-hcngs teach the Chantoe language in  
their mosques. I saw girls a s  well as  boys 
going to and f ro  from school with their 
books in  their hands. The  officials find i t  
very difficult t o  get the Chanteos to send 
their children to  schools, which belong t o  
t h e  Government. There a re  a t  present a 
few prominent Mohammedan officials who 
a re  trying to  persuade their people t o  send 
thcir  children t o  Government schools, but 



a very hard tuak is before them, as  i t  
ruralls t ak i~ lg  the bread out of the mouths 
of the hlullahs, who will oppose with nll 
their might secretly. 

Khotan. 
The long looked for traveller arrived a t  

lnst. For  over a n ~ o n t h  letters had been 
arriving a t  tho Post Office for me, but no 
ouo Iittcw who I was alid what was my 
errand. Tho officials had not been 
apprizcd of my visit oflicially, a s  I had not 
r~otified 111y dcl~srtul-c it1 Tihun. Thn:ugh 
the Lri~~dnchss of the ofici:ils we are per- 
mitted to go where we like in the Province 
selling boolrs, etc.. withont havi~lg an escort, 
which we apl~reciated very much, as  oft an 
escort might he a hindrance to our  work. 
Poet marks on the letters gave the impres- 
sion tha t  I was an  Englishman, rro the 
Indians were all alert. Rly arrival set their 
minds nt ease, though the long ex1)ectrd t m -  
veller turned out only to be a missionary, 
the  reception was of the warmest kind, pro- 
bably b i n g  an  Englishman had something 
to  do with it. The  rooms prepared for me 
were not very convenient, so I moved to 
an  inn, and had hardly got settled in. when 
the Indian Aksakal came and invited me 
t o  stay in his residence, which I accepted, 
.as I found there were nndrsirable women 
i n  the inn. The  Aksnkal offered me the 
large Guest Room which would be fine in 
warm weather, opening out to  a large gar- 
den, nnd where the Consul-Genrrnl stayb 
on his visits, but the weather being cold I 
preferred one of the smaller rooms. Thcy 
were all very kind, ready to help me i n  
every wny. The next d ~ y  I paid my re- 
spects to the Tao-tai, District Magistrate, 
and the Commander of the troops, who 
received me very kindly, the former prrpar- 
ing a feast for  me the following erening. 
T h e  District  Magistrate and Commnnder 
returned my calls, the former also preparing 
a feast for me a t  which mere d l  the chief 
men in the city, a s  a t  the T a e t a i ,  District 
Magistrate's feast, and ere I left the Tao- 
t a i  returned my call. I n  all my long experi- 
ence in China. I have never met such a 
courteous, homely gentlemanly. kindly 
Ofticial, I shall never forget his kindness. 
With the exception of a few Chinese, Dun- 
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gan't; niid I i i d i a ~ ~ s  the population is  all 
Chanteos. The  streets nrc ttll vchry dark. 
AN i t  is  vcry hot the greater par t  of the  
ychar, tho streets nrchre all covered in with 
rstruw mats. I suppose i t  i s t o o  much 
trouble to uncuver thern for a few months, 
hnt  i t  mnlres the place ltu& cold as no sun  
can shinc through. The  busincsa par t  is 
one long strcet through thc suburb and 
city. 

Jade nnd Carpets. 
Khotan is  famous for i ts  Jltde and Car- 

l~c'ls, so I cxl)ccted to scxe some large factories 
but was doomed to disappoiutmcnt. Except 
:1 f~lc tory  in chnrge of a n  Armenian. which 
had about 70 hands,  all the other were very 
slnnll films, employing vcrg few hnnds. My 
viqit to  the jade firins wcre still more dis- 
appointing. Small rooms 15 X 10 feet witn 
S to 10 hands. Tho men wero working their  
crude niachiiies on both sides of the room, 
:tiid there was only room t o  pass. T h e  
method of working must hase  been the samu 
1,000 years ago. T h e  wheel was  of round 
lbirct!s of till o r  zinc the thickness of a 
biscuit tin. I t  was  worked wi th  a foot belt. 
Frorn these small factories arc. turned all 
kinds of articles such a s  bracelets, wine 
cups. boxes, etc., and sent  all m-er China, 
where they have a great  reputation. A t  
th r  Armcnian factory carpets, r d l s  of silk 
and silk handkerchiefs, gents collars, etc., 
are mnde. and exported to  Constantinople. 
T h e  silk is  very strong and also expensive. 
I expected to  see better ventilation, roomy 
and clean-l~lokiiig rooms. The  owner is  over 
SO. and has  a nice clean little home, YO 
T came to  the  co~lclusion hc had given u p  
hopes of ever mnking the worlrmen keep 
the place clean. Calico is  also woven and 
sent throughout the Province. I n  pnssing 
through towns and villages the spinning 
whccl was  ecerywhrre i n  evidence. The. 
n-omen and girls sit outside their doors 
s~) inn ing  aud chatting. On n a z n a r  day8 
the thread sllun is  so!d t o  the weavers. 
I 'm afraid in  the  near fu ture  this industry 
will be curtailed. a s  now the  Government 
have built a large cotton mill in Tihua.  
w h c ~ ~ e  they are  turning out  over 50 pieces 
of 40 yards each every day. -4t present i t  
i s  u s ~ d  for ~oldiers '  !,niform. It is surpris-  
ing to me t h a t  the  Government have n o t  



cxtondcd their telegraph service to  Yarkand, 
Khotan on? Kcria, aB thcy h a \ e  done to  
t h e  other p a r k  of the Province. From a 
political point of view, apparently they are  
,lot afraid of their neighb:~urs in t h ~  South, 
or thc service would hasp bccn extended 
but from a busiliesc; poirit of view i t  nould be 
n great boon. T h e  dil;tn112c& f t o r n  I<:I\;LII. to 
Khotan iu about 430 I 1 1 '  .;, i111i t a l\crin 
160 more. Rev. G. \IT. U , i n r ~ ~  of t!lc C t ~ i r ~ a  
Inland blission, tha t  i 111 I ( b l ) ! ; l  r ~ ~ l c s i o ~ ~ ; i r g  
pioncer, who has been itinerating in 
Sinkiang for 26 years, and lruows more of 
that  Province then any other white man, 
visited Khotan many years ago, and siuce 
their n ~ e r n h r s  of the Snrcdish hiissian In 
Yarknnd have visited the c ~ t y ,  so 1 m a s  
not working on virgiu ground, tiny more. 
licachillg Khotan, I ncconll)lished what I 
set out for, viz., to visit this littlr-known 
region of jungles, desert, a:ld snnd dunes, 
with little oases here uud t h t ~ r c ~  11d lonely 
Langnrs and deposit the worl&s richest 
trcasurc, which was gladly rcccived wher- 
ever I went. The  peo1)le treated me with 
the  grcntcst courtesy. Though i t  was the 
coldest winter ill the mctnory of the in -  
habitants,  and I have been tlle victim 
xearly, of chilblains on hands nnd ftct ,  1 
got ovcr the journey without suffering in 
thc least, thus the promisc being fulfilled to  
mo which I got when starting "As thy days 
s o  shall thy strength be." 

A Native Legend. 
After 5 days' rest for ourselves and the 

a t~ imals  we set  out  once more to tackle the 
3 days' journey Yo Tarkand. I t  was a lovely 
niorning. Some of rhe Indians escorted me 
o u t  of the city. We passed through well- 
watered laud, rich soil, passed t h o u &  2 
bazaars arriving a t  Dawa in  rhe aftelmoon. 
After the first 40 li the  road became heavier 
with sand. The  next day of 120 li was a 
long sirage. It was cold, the sky clouded, 
and a light snowfall. The  first 40 li there 
is  a fine big road built through marshy 
land, then very heavy sandy road. I n  the 
evening n7e got to the oasis of Pialma, with 
a population of 600 families, where there 
lias beell a gradual shrinkage in  the water 
supply duiing the last  30 years, that now 



grain hlls to be bought from the Khotan 
ouuis. The iunkeeper told me an interest- 
ia;: legeiidary story about the water supply. 
Sorue XOO years ago, n holy man riding on 
ii mure went to the spring to water his 
nnimal. Suddeuly tl stallion uame out of 
the cavity, and ran  he mare iuto the spring, 
und he lierer saw i t  again. l%e holy man 
wns so exlcsperated tha t  he hired 200 men 
Lu carry ;i,OUO pounds of wool, and had it 
pushed into the spring, stopping the water 
which fil~nlly found its way out a t  a place 
called A-rnb-a lak " water out of a rock." 
l'his place is ti0 li frrorn Kargnlik, 400 li 
n w y  fiwm tlie original spiing. The inn- 
lieeye:. was a very nice old man and his 
dniighter-ill-law charming. She met us at 
th-  door wit11 such n checi-ful smile, t h a t  
O L I ~  lung day's joiilvey was soon forgotten. 
Soon she lightcd a fite for us, had boiling 
water and put ail a very pretty felt on the 
Itnng; ererythiilg we asked for, seemed a 
pleasure to do. One would almost be 
tempted to go that  route again just to  get 
that chccrfiil welcome. This  WM our 
oasi:: in the doacrt jounley. How much 
biighter this world would be, if we could 
always bear tha t  cheerful smile on our 
faces, life wolild be much easier. Both she 
alld her father-in-law wished us God-speed 
011 the following moiming. I cannot 
remember ever having such a hnppy 
csperience before in travelling. 

Pigeon Sanctuary. 
\Ire started off with light hearts;  a fresh 

lnyer of snow covered the ground ; our  path 
lily over sand dunes; we were on the look- 
o ~ t  for tlie " Pigeon Sanctuary." U p  among 
the sand dunes we saw i t  on the right. It 
consisted of a little group of huts  surrounded 
by sand dillies on 3 sides, and a wee little 
oasis on the remaining side. Some thousands 
~f pigeons are supposed to live in  these hut8 

and are fed by the offerrings of passers by, 
as well a s  by grain bought by money endow- 
ments from pious worshippers, one o r  two 
men a r e  in  charge. S i r  Anrel Stein gives 
the following account in  his book " Sand 
Buried Ruins of Khotan," :-" They a r e  
bclieved to be the offspring of a pair of 
doves which miraculously appeared from the  



hrlu; t of l r v a r ~  Shul ia  Padphah who died here 
in bnttle with the infidcl, i.e., the  Biiddhiste 
(.f I<hotnn. The  youthful eon of one of the 
Shaiks attached to the shrine was  ~ l o r i e  
1)r.c.scnt to trll me ti:e story. Many thous- 
ands  had fallen c;n both sides, and i t  wns 
irnp)ssible to  sc.ynrntc~ the bodicss of the 
fuithful Blinids fioul those of the Knfirs. 
Theu nt  the  prayer of one of the  surviving 
nlun~almnns the bodies of those who had 
found martyrdom were rnirncu!ously 
collcctc~d on one gide, and tb doves came 
for th  to mnrk tho remains of the fallen 
Icader. Ftaorn s n t i t n d e  all t rnvr l le l*~ on 
the road offer food to  the holy birds." 

It was  n cold morning, snow everywhere 
st, whelk we passed we only saw about half- 
a-dozen ~ igeons .  20 li beyond the Sanc- 
tuary  i s  Ak-Langar, large buildinR made of 
brick and a l~ r iva te  Meshid " Prnyer Ronse" 
on the opposite side of the  road. Th i s  is 
thc. half-way rest h o u ~ c .  All the other 
Larigars being wattled mud plastered huts, 
this brick building makes a n  impression on 
the travellei-. Surr ly  there must be Kome- 
thing speci.nl about the building of it. 
Maybe a thanltsgiving for  some special 
mercies on the  way, by some wealthy 
Mussulman. We ~~asf icd over a 100 donkeys 
and several str ings of camels cnrrying 
mcrchar,diis Much sand all the  wny and 
in the evening arrived a t  Tsan-Ruei o r  
Itaskuei. Here  again there i s  a g r a d u d  
shrinkage of water. Those who cnme i n  
las t  t o  the oasis have to  go ou t  first when 
the water  is not sufficient. Th i s  shortage 
I J ~  water  is a great  anxiety, i n  fact, all along 
thc south of the  Takla-Makan desert. The  
in11 in which we stayed, the innkeeper and 
liis wife a re  both " Hadj i  " t h a t  is  " holy 
ones " for  they had both made the  pilgrimage 
to  Mcccn. T h e  wife came to  find us a room, 
:I tall, strong, healthg looking woman, 
wearing a red coloured \e i l  t h a t  reached 
nearly t o  her feet, and every time she spoke 
to  anyone, cased the veil u p  to free her 
mouth and hcr fnce was not visible. She 
was  handsomely dressed for  a n  innkeeper's 
wife. On leaviiig I gave her a gospel to  
d v ~  to  her husband who wns sick, but he 
soon sent it back wi th  a cur t  reply t h a t  h e  
dill not wan t  it. 
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Child Marriage. 
This  day's joeru~by was only 60 li. 1,csa 

s m d ,  urore shru.bbery, u few poplar trees. 
The  O L L S ~ S  itself is  ;L ~ ~ r e t t y  one, 1,000 
fornilics and 1)lcnty of wuter nud to syurc. 
It itl possible to divert some of thc water  
to 'l 'sn~~kuci where tliere is a Aortoge. I 
said to  some of the l~coplc, " Is i t  possible 
f ~ r  some of the water  to reach Tsaukuei 
i f  diverted'!" " Ycs," they rolllied. "Could 
i t  nut be so urriuigrbd thnt some of the 
water be diverted to Tsa i~kuc i ,  where thorp 
i.; a shortage," 1 silitl. " No i t  cannot be 
done," was the reply. ' \VhyS?" I quelicd. 
" U C C ~ I U S ~  i t  has  been our  water fo r  gcnern- 
lions," thry  i111s~ered. "Surely the Tao-  
tni could order i t  to be done?" " No, he 
co~lnot ,  nor can the  Governor, o r  the 
1'1-esid:.xit, i t  is  Mndji wnter for Mudji 
only." I t  reminded ine of what  Ntlboth 
said to Icing Ahnb ~ 1 1 c l l  hc wnnted to buy 
his v i ~ ~ c y a r d .  " 'l'hc Lord forbid i t  nic tha t  
I should give the inheritance of illy fathers 
unto thee." As i t  was in  the begiuning, is 
now mid cvcr shall be. So  people ill one 
placc nltist leave their honics owiug to 
failure of water, while their ncighbonrv 
have ~ n o r c  than :ibundant, even running to  
waste because of the law of tlle i\ledcs a ~ ~ d  
l'crsinns. On our  way to Gunla we met 
caravans of cumcls cnny ing  hemp seed to 
Ichotan which is  used for  smoking, almost 
in  the same may a s  opium. The  difference 
's t ha t  thc hemp secd is put into a pipe the 
shape of the water l~ipe ,  and hot ashes put 
011 the top. They told rue tha t  the craving 
is similar t o  the opium craving. It is very 
 musing to  see several strings of huge 
camels, each s t l ing of 7 o r  6 being led 
nlor~g by a wee donkey. A rope is  tied to  
the donkey's saddle and the other end to 
tilr? cnmel's nose. " A little child shall 
lead them" was the first tllought t h a t  
sprung into my mind, a s  our  helper in the 
inii this evening was a pretty little damsel 
of 11 summers, wearing a lovely plate- 
s l~eped embroidered cap, a dark jacket, and 
.r red skirt. She was  to be married a t  the 
hTcw Year. The  New Bill passed in India  
about child marriage, should hnvc its 
counterpart  in  this Pmvince. Poor little 
mite. W h a t  a boon i t  would be if the 
Chinese Government would follow the  
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ex;rl~~jrlc set in Indiu by raising the age of 
n~;~rringe to 10. The Lettrk clnss as a rule 
(to 11ot r1larr.y thvir g i ~  1s till they are  18, 
bur anlllng the j:onr there are  some very 
c.:tl.lg ~n:irringu;rrs. I t  would give tlle children 
H few more hal)l)i~i.  Jenrs  and frllowship 
\\lit11 their fellow j)l:iyn~:~tes. Oh!  the un- 
told blessilig of br i l~g born iu a country 
where. the little lt~ssietj  ow 111) withont the 
fvnr (sf heillg sent ont c.urly, o r  being forced 
tn rn:ll*ry ng;linst their wish. IIappy girls 
of the British Isle?, inheritors of the free- 
(lorn I)o~ight with the blood of our nncestsrs, 
pray for tlic renleasc! of your more unfor- 
t~irratc! R ~ N ~ C L . R  ill othrl-  land^. I offered a 
Cospel to the innkec.per9s 8011 who was afraid 
i o  take it, but lntcr in the eveuing when he 
knew us hettci., he asked for it on his own 
accord, the people sometimes have a fear 
tha t  i t  lnny in\-olve them in some way or  
other. 

Trouble at tlze Inn. 
On trnr way through desert land, the 5th  

day, there were hug(. baskets a h o ~ ~ t  eight 
feet high, nnrrow a t  t h ( ~  top. but very wide 
a t  thv bottom, and filled with stoners. 
Fornlcrly the1.r were posts siniiln~. to tcle- 
g ra l~h  l~osts,  hut  tLey were contin!~nlly be- 
ing stuleu. On our way we ss~w 1 lulrn 
in the distance on horseback conlinq toward 
u s ;  thrn he stopped and the hrorse stood 
still till nre came u p  to them. "What ie 
the matter?" we asked. "My horse will 
not go a step farther" he said. H e  returned 
to his home 20 li away, I am rather in- 
clined to thinlr tha t  he had had trouble in 
his home nrld gone off in a peak, then 
changed his mind. A t  dusk me arrived a t  
the city of Guma. but with the streets be- 
ing covered in, i t  was dark. There was no 
decent room in the first inn, so the inu- 
keeper kindly sent a boy to lead us  to an-  
other ir!n. The gnte was open wide, but  we 
n-ere met by the innkeeper's wife who 
apparently did not want  us and said "We 
have no water." "We can buy water on the 
street" we 1-elllied. "I have no husband," 
she nest  said. "Tlint does not matter as  
other inns we have stayed at there were 
only midows." we said. "There are  no 
empty rooms" was her next cry. "Here is 
an empty room, there are other guest8 

43 



bcsidc-u u s ;  yo11 O J I ; ~ I I  your inn for gucntu. 
wo c:uilc, the gtitc wuu wide oycn, so  you 
ure obliged to lct 11s hnvt! it,' ' so s-e sc!tticcl 
in. I:l thv cve l~ i r~g  bcr ht~:.bnl~tl c . t \ r r ~ t \  i : ~ t : l  
thc room with a gift of pornt?::rnrliitcj: to 
nto!lc? TOI. Iiis wife's rudcnc.ss, tllc r ~ e s t  
rno:-i~il~p;, cscor'ting us o ~ ~ t  of t ' , ~ ,  v ' : .  to 
the 1101-th road n ~ t d  a s  me l ~ f t  the ir111, thl. 
wife nskcd u s  not to take the mtlttcr to 
hcn:.t and wished us  God-spced. I t  is 
[)o::sible t h r ~ t  she mny have had trclr~blr with 
n t i ~ c l  forseiglicrs. \Vith n littln pnlicnce al:~I 
c:~nl*tcsy a-; a i-ule yo11 cnil win th!.rn 0vc.r. 
1 7  !h is  tlny \\-as n long drenry journcy, all 
c!caclrt nnrl very heavy and snndy road. \Ye 
l~nsserl two srnnll 1 , n n ~ n r s  by the wny. 
Chulak Langnr is a srnnll oasis. JYormcrIy 
there were 50 fnn~ilics, now only 35. We 
stayed in n room with a granny, son and 
s ~ n ' s  wife and a littlr! girl ngc.11 11. '!'!! :. 
slept on the floor and we slept on the 
I<an,o. T h e  fur l  wns only very fine shrnh- 
h ~ r y ,  and the fire had to  be fcd cnntinun!ly. 
'rhe weather was  cold, snow fnl!inz, ~ l n d  
there was  precions little hoat from the  fire. 
We all s a t  around tho fire and chstted t i l l  
i t  nTns t ime to retire. T h e  family were 
very homely. Save for the wee oasis tho 
t~ntloolc WLIS very blrnk desert, RS fn;. ns 
the eye could sce. One wondered whnt ft 
could bc! t o  keep t;hese pcnple l i v i n ~  nnd 
clinging to snch a spot. There i s  such u 
thing a <  the  call of the  prairie, o r  the 
sighing for  the  monntains and moors, o r  
the rest 'c .~~nrs:* of the  traveller horn. CRU 
it be y s s i b l c  t h a t  some mysterious unex- 
plairlable f e e l i n ~ s  bind them to these locclv 
spots, where t h ~ y  nre in toneh with nll 
, a n t  i s  vast  in  the heavens above and the  
weirdness of the desert below. One wonders, 
could they he happy avyn-here else? 

Mishap on fhe Road. 
Chulnk Langar  t o  the city of Knrgalik 

will be remcrnhered a s  the second hardest 
day in all the journey. All sandy desert 
for 185 li (45 miles). It n7as dnrlr when 
nTr arrived. Knrgnlik i s  the city where 
travellers India  bound branch nff ts cross 
the Knrakwnm Pass.  therefore i t  i s  an 
importnnt place. From this ci ty onward 
to  TCarknnd we were free from the  drenry 
desert. A good motor road all the  way, 
the  road lined with trees. Crossed 5 bridges 



over the Y n r L ~ n d  rtiver. We nrrived at  
Posgan~ on B ~ z a n r  Day. The 3 citiee or 
P o s ~ m l ,  Kargnlik and Guma hnve all largd 
yor)ulutions without a hingle missionary. 
Itltrl~ey and loen forthcoming in ple l~ty fo r  
srirntific rxpedi t inn~,  to find the t renai l r~e 
of the cold earth,  ycbt how frrhle is the 
rcsrjolrsc to the grrntest and mnst impol- 
t au t  call, to cJngnge in the grentcst and moat 
anduring wc~rlz, i.e. seekin? t r e a ~ u r r s  for 
the K i n ~ d o n l  of neavrn .  P o s r ~ r n  to Fark-  
:tnd is 70 li. I?'(% hnd trnvc;lrd 55 stage0 
whrn wr lvft Po<g:lnl that rnorlrillg without 
n sil~glc nccidellt, but hal.dly hnd we got 
away from thc city when n utrnp broke, 
and tlown came the boses. Fol~tunatr~ly the 
alli~nal was not frightened for there werc a 
lot of trnppings round i ts  legs. I t  murle me 
thnnkful for the 55 days without acciderlt. 
Jan .  20th wc arrived in Yarkand. T t  was 
Chjnesc New Year's Day. Thew mns no 
s t i r  ns the Chinese are a mere hnndflil 
compared with the C h ~ n t o e .  Entering the 
suburb I saw red scrolls outside a door, 
and n few Chinese in t l ~ r i r  best ~ a r n i e n t s  
standing, so enquired for the Sv;edich hPis- 
sion I t  hnpllened t o  he I3nzr.n~ P a y  ; the 
streets werc packed wit11 the ~wople. WP 
hnrl to shout "posh, posh,'' all the way. I n  
~ v ~ ~ s i n , o  through a Bnznnr in a prerions 
town. I heard my servant cry out to thc 
people to clear the way. I thought he said 
"hesh. hosh," so I being on in front ~ l e o  
cried "hosh, hosh." When we got to the 
inn he was almost bursting with lnughinq, 
so I askcd him what hc wns laughing st. 
H e  said "What did yoti call out?" I re. 
plied ' t o s h .  hosh." "Hosh," he said "menns 
pleased." H e  said tha t  tbc people were all 
laughing. I enjoyed the joke. I got a 
warm welcome from the missionnriea who 
knew 1 mas coming. My letter had not 
reached them. 

Civic Reception. 
Parkand is  the great commercial centre 

of Chinese Turkcstan. Here  the  rouhd 
branch off to India, Afghanistan. Iihotaa 
and t o  the North Kashgar and Tashkent. 
It i s  a cosmopolitan city, for here are  men 
from Leh, Knshmir, Gilgit. Baltistan, 
Pcshawer, etc. Large caravans of merchan- 
dise come in from India, but the dry goods 
chiefly from Russia. The chief business is 



dollo ill the su l~a rb .  Kurk i  i s  the 1:uiguagc 
spoken. We rested 5 days erljoyiug thcb 
kind hospitality of the ~nitisiorrr~ricx. Every 
day lnlgc t~utnbers of pat ie l~ts  euule t o  thc 
dis!)eusary. Thcre is  n Bo3.s' and Girls' 
School also an Orphnnnge. Like all Mallon&- 
meclan roul~tr ics  the work is  slow, but 
gradually gai l~ing grouud. T h e  members of 
a lbutch Scientific Expedition were living iu  
a lurge house outsida t6c> city. A lady 
wns one of the pul'ty. The  magistrate wlls 
exceedingly kind, prelbnred a feast  for the 
forcign community of which I was the  chief 
guest. The  dillil~g 11:111 was l i t  111) with 
carbon Innips nntl thc table spread with 
cutlery, water  glasses, wine glasses, in  
fact, just like home. The  magistrate wns 
a Chehkinng man, nccustomed t o  meet 
Europeans, well informed, speaks English, 
and has a family of 8 boys and girls. U p  
to this city, 55 stages I hnd had no ee- 
cort, and would Lain contintled my jourueg 
without an  escort, but the  magistrate woi~ld  
not hear  of i t ,  saying, "You are all honoul- 
able guest from a f a r  country aud i t  would 
be very impolite on our  pa r t  to le t  you 
travel alone." Feb. 5 th  left  Yarkand fo r  
Icashgar. 5 stagvs, about 150 miles. Outside 
the city the  ficlds were covered with snow 
and icc. The  Yarknnd River hns many 
brauchcs, besides many canals, and the 
mntcr had overflowed in to  the  fields. !I1lle 
high mountains to thc east were hidden by 
the haze which is so common in  this regiolA. 
The  little Meshide o r  Prayer  Rooms by t h e  
wayside which ore to be seen on the  way- 
side everywhere on this south route are 
very interesting. The  illahommedans a r e  a 
very religious people. The  traveller arrivev 
a t  one of these little R'leshides. It is the 
hour of praycr ;  he dismuunts, fastens his 
horse to the post uear a t  hand. takes his 
carpet o r  felt illto the room and performs 
his devoticns. The  rocm i s  always oprn. 
I t  is  just a plain mud hu t  o r  building, 
not high with a frontage of low railirlgs on 
each side of the  doorway. Nothing t h a t  car1 
bo carried away. No furni ture  stool o; 
form. just thc bare mud floor. Simplicitj- 
itself. Civilisation robs us much of tha t  
simple homely life of the Eastern nations. 
I n  the Homeland, what  a boon it would be 
to many a man o r  woman hard pressed wit11 
cares and burdens just  to  be able to  step 
nside into a small snuctuary o r  church fpr 



8 few minute8 of quiet meditation and 
prayer. W h a t  a lift i t  would be, but our 

churches are  nearly all locked. 
Civilisution robs ue of much of the sim- 

plicity af  life a s  sccu in the 1Cast. W e  are  
the  losers. O u t  here a friends turns  up uu- 
expcctcdly, receives u warm welcc~~ue. ' l ' l ~ r ~  
h d d i u g  which he cnrries on hie horse, is 
laid ou the kang where h r  will d c c p  \\-it11 
tho family, aud hcn~,t i ly joill ill the or- 
dinary fare. There irs IIU rush o r  bustle. 
he a t  once becomes a member of the  family 
during his stay. How differerit in  the home- 
laud. 

Visit to  the British Consul 
General. 

The  first day out  from Yarkand we 
passed through the village where some year8 
ago a n  Iudian merchalrt was  brutally mur- 
dered. H e  slept outside the dour, the 
weather k i n g  h o t ;  during the night the 
owner of the house and his brothel liilled 
hirn, buried the goods alld the cart ,  alcro 
tho body. I t  wns a long while ere i t  was 
found ou t  t h a t  he w a s  missing. T h e  mer- 
chan t  drove his own cart. Some years after 
he  was  traced tro this villnge, the two men 
shot, and their home entirely destroyed. 
The  third day was  very dreary, but in  the 
evening we were recompensed by being hos- 
pitably entertaiued a t  the Swedish Mission 
i n  the busy little city of Tcngi-hissar, m d  
two more days brought us to Icashgnr. W e  
first arrived a t  the new city where the 
magistrate was  a friend of ours, liis home 
being in Tihua.  W e  did not s tay  but made 
for  o u r  destination 20 li (7 miles) a t  the 
Old City. J u s t  outside the New City, 
Captain Mann, of the Central  Asian nlis- 
sicun, met us. H e  was in  T ihua  las t  year, so 
we had much to talk about, and brought 
me the welcome news t h a t  our Brit ish Con- 
s u l  General had kindly invited me to be 
his guest during my stay. The  road was 
lined with willows and lmplars, very broac; 
a n d  kept in good repair. The  high city walls 
loomed in  the  distance. W e  passed through 
a small village then came to  the premises 
of the Swedish Mission on to the cltp, 
leaving i t  on the right, we rode parallel 
wi th  the city wall for  some distance, struck 
t o  the right, entered the Corlsulate Gate, 
where the Indians in  their  scarlet uniforms 
gave us  a "salaam." The  taotai  was i n  thrn  
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with the Cousul, giviug me tiuie i u r  
u wash uud trim u p  f u r  luuch. Air 
\ \  i l l iumso~~,  the Consul beuela l  ilud Luptniu 
Sherid the Vice-Consul gave me a very 
hearty welcome. I t  was very nice to be 
among one's own countrymeu agoin. My 
hosts were charming, nuk ing  me feel u t  home 
a t  once, aud I shall ever retain i n  memory 
thcir kindness the three weeks I stayed a~ 
thcir guest. 

Description of Kashgar. 
T h e  position of the Consulate is the finest 

i n  Kashgar. I t  stnuds 011 the edge of a 
high bank of lorss, overlooliirig the Iiiver 
Turnen. On n clear day looking northward 
the view is exceptionally fiuc, stretching 
f a r  away to the snow-covered mountains. 
T h e  prcmiscs a re  large, lovely gardens, 
though I was not there a t  a time to sec the  
foliugo irk i t s  fullness. Plenty of f ru i t  trees. 
T h e  " Tombs of the Kings," the early rulers 
of Kashgarin, i s  one of the famous sights 
nt Kashgnr. T h e  Swedish Mission have 
large premises outside the city gate. Some 
hundreds of ~ n t i e n t s  attend the Disyerlsary 
evc1.y day ; the numbers of church members 
is  still small, all Chanteos. A hospital will 
bc built a s  soon as  ground can be obtained. 
The  1)rinting press provides the l i terature for  
tho Province. At  the New City there is a 
C,hinese Boys' School. Several new workers 
came out  last  autumn, and they hope soon 
to be able to occupy Rhotan.  They have 
hnd a good deal of opposition to  contend 
with, biit the leaven is  working slowly and 
surely. My friend in the New City invited 
us all to a feast  a t  his Yamen. EIis father 
was  formerly a high official in the Province. 
A visit in  the city str ikes one a s  if the 
placc had heen built without any idea of 
benuty o r  comeliness. Not  n decent street  in  
the whole city ; they wind in all directions, 
and i t  is  very easy to lose one's way. Tho 
Rilssian railways reaching to Andijan, 
which is onlv 10 days' journey from Rash-  
Ear, m w n s  the p o n r i n ~  in of Russian goods 
into the markc+, nnrl the Soviet Cror~rnment  
nre nushine: t h ~ i r  hardest  to secure the whole 
of thr forr im t r ~ d e .  which means t h a t  
~nnrl.: t h ~ n  t h ~ m s ~ l v e s  do not produce they 
nrlrcbnv frnm o t h ~ r  countries. chiefly f rnm 
C-l.-l.nr. V'nni. hrdcs, fnrs,  etc., a re  exports 
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to Russia. Some years ago a very excitinf 
incident took place. The  Taotai, who WM 

Mahommednn, was a very cruel man, cut- 
ting OR the hands and feet of prisoners, and 
mnriy innocent people suffered a t  his hands. 
H e  had a very large harem. His action8 
u p i r i n g  to greater power was feared by 
tho Oovernor, who sent soldiers to arrest  
him, ero they got there another Mahom- 
medun official made long mnrches, reached 
Kashgar before the official rrent by the 
Govenor his mldicra reached Kashgnr 
a t  night unknown to the Taotia. 
who was riot prepared for them ; they 
r u ~ h e d  his Yamen eeized him, and shot 
him, and later nailed him to n cross. Hie 
son came to  the rescue but was shot on 
the way. This  ofncinl then seized the reins 
and is  a t  present Taotai  in Kashgar. The  
people mere all glad thc tyrant  was killed. 
H e  had not n friend to risk his life for 
him. The  frost just brenlring up makin:: 
the roadu very bad delayed my gettirig 
away earlier, so decided to stng a week 
longer. also to hove the pleasure of l~aving 
the compmly of a fellow countrynlan as f a r  
a s  hlaral-bashi. 

Return Iourney to Urimtsi. 
March 4th. Se t  cu t  on my return 

joul.ucy of forty-seven stages. I iashgar a t  
one end, Urunltsi a t  the other. Travelling 
in these regions, it does no good to  tLilllc 
about the stages, it makes them no  shorter. 
Set  the mind on the stage for the day, get 
over i t  a s  well a s  yo11 cau, have n good 
meill a t  the end, go to sleep, then wake up 
to tackle another. It is wonderful how one 
gets over Lhe longest journey. 

W e  got a good send off, the Consul 
General and vice-consul accompanying U R  

R short wny. T h e  roads were very bnd 
with mud and slush, so we desired them to 
come no further. W e  were indeed sorry to  
say good-bye to two such charming men. 
My travelling companion l l r  Ludlom, who 
.is going to the Tien-shan, "Mountains 04 
Heaven," to  shoot birds and beasts, catch 
but tedies ,  hod two carts, 2 horses, 3 men. 
besides the carters, a big spaniel. I had 3 
horses and one man. W e  had one man ns 
escort. It was the end of the Ramadilrn 
f a s t ;  the natives were nll dressed in their 



best. Travelling with us, was  Capc. 
Mann's servant and his wife, and wife'o 
sister. I nsked my mnn where t h e  sister 
was going to, and he snid, " She is g o i l ~ ~  
with her sister to Bugur." \ r e  only went 
40 li the first dny, owiiig to the bad roadq. 
T h e  following day we went 30 li. T h e  
escort went ahead to get a room, but  it 
wns n very dark  room, Ludlow then re- 
membered the Cousul told him t o  s t ay  
nt  the home of 4 Bai  "rich man," just 
before reaching the inn. The  Aksaknl 
went off 011 his horse, and we followcd 
slowly. A fine big room wns laid nt  our 
disposal, with lnrge IChotnn c ~ r p e t s  on the 
floor; the cciling had a cornice. March 
6th,  we reached the city of Fniznbad. We 
hnd much difliculty i n  crossing a marsh. 
On the 7th,  we ~ ~ n s s e d  through flnt marshy, 
sa l t  country. My mnrr and the  car te ls  
had n big MW over 2 lis which he said he 
h a d  lent the carters. On  the 8 th  we re- 
crossed the Icashgar R ive r ;  good road but 
desert nearly all the  wny. On  tho 9th. 
there were 2 roads, one fo r  cnrts, and one 
for  people riding aninlnls o r  foot passen- 
gers. We took the short  road, for  i t  was  
much shorter. Unfortunately, 2 of the  
bridges were wnshed nwny, and the plnce 
of crossing was very deep, nnd the current 
very strong. A poor w m n n  who had just  
crossed wna wet from head to foot. I let 
my man go first on l ~ i s  horse, leading tho 
pnck nnimal. H e  got over nlright, bu t  the 
pnck nnimal fell i n  the water,  the  strong 
current rnrried my boxes off i t s  back, aria 
they were sniling away a t  n rare  rnte when 
my man c n l i ~ h t  them. There  wns just one 
plnnk over the wnter, nnd i t  was  na r row:  
having a very dizzy hend, I could not cross 
it, so a rope was stretched f m n  one side 
to  the other, held tight, and I got across. 
M y  man took my horse over. W e  had not 
gone f a r  when we had to cross the sama 
rivcr, the  bridac hein4 washed away. T h e  
pnck nnimnl fell again, and my boxes got 
another ducking. W e  had tn travel a long 
distnnre in  wnter, rlnd lost onr  way. W e  
made for  a fa rm in the  distance; the  
fnrmcr kindly led u s  to  the  main road. 

Ride Through a Jungle. 
The  10 th  day was  through jungle. 

Pleasant for  riders, but very heavy for crirts, 



thrrc  being much sand. I t  was  a s h o ~ t  
btagc of 30 li. Wild ducks in  abundance, 
albo wild 11iss. \Ve snw n crctsted skylark 
and hooded magpiw. Capt.  hlunn's ser- 
vant gave ]lib: wife a good thrashing. She 
is a very lively creature, full of fun,  nud 
he tiever says a word just " mum." 
Drird all the goods in the boxes. On the 
13th duy i t  wns jungle nll the way. and 
on t 1 1 ~  12th  day reached Moral-bushi. A 
lake on the 6011th side of the  road nearly 
the whole of this day's journey. The  
Akvakal came out to meet M r  Ludlow, nnd 
invited us to s t ay  nt  his home n little wuy 
out of the  city, fine spacious prrmiscs. M r  
fe l in  of t h r  I h t c h  cxprdition hnd arrived 
the day before fro'm Ynrknnd. T h e  mngis- 
t r a t e  invited UR to  a fcast in  hie Pamen, 
spread ou t  in foreign fityle. Hc was a 
w r y  nice mnn nnd could speak English. 
77rc city hns n ~ ~ o p ~ ~ l n t i o n  of G.000 fnmiliea. 
W r  ~.csted n dny here. A suspicion I had 
hnd cn t h ~  ro:~d I f o ~ ~ n d  out  to be t rue  
whilr I wns ~ t n y i l i g  here, vie. thut the  
young girl who wns with her sister wns 
aoing tn  Tilina a s  the man's wife. H e  had 
decpived me. so I told him t h a t  she could 
only go with 11s ns f n r  ns her sister gopa, 
thnt  i t  wns imposfiible thnt she could go 
alonp with 114 after. HP wns nlrendy 
mnrricd. ~ n d  hnd children in  Tihun. Wc 
left M r  Lndlow nt nfnrnl-bnshi, bo 
travelled nlong with tllc othcr three. The  
two ~ i f i t e r s  mere good ~ i n a r r s ,  rind often 
Fang tngetller ns we went along, the  
younger one plnying the  gni tnr :  they were 
~ p l r n d i d  walkers. though they hnd two 
donlrey~ to ride on. The  ~nngis t ra te  sent 
a n  escort, bnt  h~ did not tu rn  up till even. 
inp. Someone hnd secn him on the street ,  
after  we hnd gone, and reported to the 
official, who scnt off nnothcr man who 
caught u s  up on the wag. T h e  second man 
had got orders to  go on with u s ;  the  
othcr mnn wanted him to  return,  but he 
mould not, so he had to return and probably 
recived n few lashes for  failure of duty. 
O u r  new escort wns a fine fellow, for  the 
road. When nenring the end of the day's 
~ t a p r  he would go ahead, get the  room 
ready. nud wnter boiling, nnd helped in  
every wny as  f n r  a s  Aksu. 



Trouble with Servants. 
blarnl-btlshi to Aksu is !) stngcs. Ju~ lg le  

niid desvrt llcnrly ;ill the w;iy. 'L'lia yo1111g 
folks were sl~leudid conlpniij cxc.c'l)t \\hell 
there hntl been tro~rble with thc11. illell- 
tolli. 0 1 i e  inorlliiig CIapt. Rln~lll'a scrvtl~it 
nlld his wife 1% ere bchii~tl, turucd 
:iro~icd to see if they were coinii~g, nnd 
ct~ught  tlicrn in the rict of k i s ~ i i ~ g  c~1 .h  
otller. il'c nll hnd a good lnugh. Alloth , r  
clay \r.hen ltcB c-sr~ght th~-m ill the 11101'1:ilig 
she was (.~-yiilg ; h~ 1i:ld beatci~ her. OIIC 
c1\7elling ill tlic ill11 illy sPrvill~t wnr1tt.d his 
young w i f ~  to 1)lnjr 011 tht. guitar nnd for 
some rensnn or cother, shr rrfusc>d, he fired 
up and str11cI: her a h ~ u v y  blow on the fncr 
wllich ~ n n t l ~ ,  hrbr howl orltl she flcld to my 
room for  safety. h yonng bride cf onlg 
3 \vc~lrs io  bc trc:~trd so, did not give 
1)romise of a happy life. One evening jnsr 
nfter \vc ~r r ive t l ,  the rscort hnd a row #,n 
the street. After reaching the inns in t h ~  
evenings we nlways got n bog to lead our  
nnimnls nhout till thry cooled down. A 
man offered to  lend thcm, but h r  wanted 
too much money. so the escort refused, nnd 
the mnn nrantcd to  hinder others from lead- 
ing them. so the escort gnt nngry. nnd my 
man joinrd with him to help, so 1 went 
out ntid the trouhlr ceased. On the 9th 
d ~ y  we arrived a t  the cily Aksu in whirb 
thrre is both a m ~ g i s t r a t r  and a Taotsli. 
Thera  Are 3 mnin strects. The  people 
were courteous. T h e  macistrate i s  fnnd of 
his wine nrid w h ~ n  I called he seemed as 
if he hnd just been on thr  spree. The  
Tnotai was very kind, gave me a vrrv 
warm reception, nnd paid a r ~ t u r n  call. 
also sendine n nice present of tea, nnd 
biscuits. All forrign travellers speak high1 y 
of him for colirtesv shown. Now I fount1 
Capt. Mnnn's srrvnnt avd his wife nre not 
golin~ further so I told the mnn tbnt he 
could not tnke his wife fvrther,  tha t  he 
must come bnck for her. W h ~ n  he f ~ u n r l  I 
was firm in the matter he cnlled R mullah 
to write out a psper for divorce. I was not 
Bnrrv for the d r l  for mv man is a very 
miclrd fellow. When in Kashear  I got n 
fresh supply of pepels,  tracts. nnd o t h ~ r  
literature to give awpy en the road nR we 
went nlonn. Some were 'afraid to  t ~ l r e  
thcm. not knowing what  they were, but ns 
a nile they were ncceptcd with thanks. 
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Asku ie the third city we have passed 
t h r o u g b u t  wit hout n single messenger of 
the "Glad News." 

Bazaar Day in an Eastern City. 
Aksu to ICuchuc is nlso 9 stages. T h e  first 

dny out \ ins IOU 11 ; trees 011 both sides of 
tho roada, buds just brgin~ling to sprout. 
To-day I got a touch of the suu, which 
brought oil ague. arid cvery bone in my 
body nched. l'hc ~lcople ill the inn were 
 cry kind. Th ~)I:icc is  c.allcd Jam,  hilr 

I contented luyseli wi th  brrad nlid butter. 
T h c  ncrb duy 45 l i ,  dcsc.rt all the way. The 
third day a vcAry long day called by ih 
people 1RO li (GO miles) owing to i t  being 
such a dwary  mad, but i t  is probnhly only 
40 miles. After travelling 65 li we came 
to a smaU hut  o r  Langnr wherc there wnu 
neither food for  man o r  beast, only a little 
hot w a t e r ;  we pushed on to T'icn-shui, a 
plnce of 2 or 3 ho~lses, where we i n t e ~ t d ~ d  
to stny for  the night. After we had UII -  

loaded ant1 had tea nnd a little rcbst. niy 
servnnt informed me tha t  there was r ~ e i t h ~ r  
s t raw nor pens for the animnls. The inn- 
keeper thought nrt\ wcrc only taking a rcst 
and going on so wc had to load 
111-1 once more. The route lay 
throliph a stony  pa.^ slid when 
we had come out on the othrr  
~ i d e ,  cr lovely view preseirtcd i t ~ e l f  
before us, of a wide valley lending up to 
the snow-covcred moul~tains of T'ien-shnn. 
!E%e village of Takki is  n long street of 
houses, the innkerper t-~ Tientsin mnn. An 
we had gone beyond the regular stage, the 
next day only went a b u t  30 li to a scat- 
tered v i l l ~ g e  called Kush-ti-mu, and staycd 
in the officisl quarters. T h e  rnnnistrate of 
the  city of Pa i  arrived soon aftcr us. Ths 
heads of the villnge were out  to  welcome 
him, and had food provided for  him. l i c  
ordered f w d  to  be talren to  my room nnd 
made me share with him. It mas vrry kind 
of him, n complete stranger. Knowing thnt 
I belonged to the  Protestant Mission in 
T i h u a  w a s  my open-sesame. This  dns'e 
journey, the ground was very marshy. Onr  
poor horse had got into a bog, and three 
mrn wcre struggling with ropes to pull i t  
out. W e  had started f m m  K s ~ h ~ a r  nono 
too la te  for  in  some places it w- very 
difficult to  get safe through the marshy 



 place^. 'l'he next day wc arrived nt  tba 
city of Pni-clielig 70 li. W e  went ~ilowly as 
olle of tlic nt~i~nnlw had n sore on its bac!r. 
I t  was  Bazanr  Lhy ,  the streds packed 
with people. \\re sho~l tcd nrld shouted, yet 
many did uot gct out  of the wny before 
they got a k~ioek from the  loitds. Beyond 
the city 10 li we wen1 ouce more in to  the  
desert for  70 li. till we renched the little 
onsis of Sni-run. EIcrc I was 11;) against 
oppnsitior~. fo r  before 1 hlid stlid anything 
about books, n man snid "Nobody cnn read 
hcre," and with the  1,nlicernnn went nwny. 
However n few gnthcrt~d round and I ah0wc.d 
them some pictulvs, then the children 
gathered amurtd me. Jrlvnriably I found t h a t  
children with light blue eyes mere lesd 
afraid of me than the children with 
diffcrent coloured eyes. I n  the evening I 
had another attack of ngue for 3 hours. 

Over Another Desert: Call On a 
Missionary. 

March 30. A very long d a y ;  220 li. W e  
made :in cnrly s tar t ,  and got to  Kizil 40 li  
quite early. rested till the evening with the  
intention of staying a t  the Lnngar nt  Tog- 
rakdung. On the  way. .some women 
travellers were having a high time of i t ;  
one was about 50 and the other abcut  
30. They raced each other along the  road. 
The eJder woman challenged a mnn to  run. 
These Chnnteo wornen a re  strong and well- 
built, and walk the stage ~s easy a s  tho 
men. I n  the afternoon soon af ter  we 
started we olvertook a women and R l i t t le 
girl of 11 o r  12, the  girl riding on a donkey, 
they were going to  Kuchne the whole 70 
miles in  one stage, having started a t  KiziI 
from Sai-ran where we started in the morn- 
ing. W e  left a t  7 p.m., about midnight were  
held u p  by a barrier in  the middle of a 
pass. I t  i s  a lekir~ harrier. Soldiers came 
ou t  t o  examine the  luggage. My servant 
could not understand wha t  the  headman 
said so I called ollt t h a t  I was  a foreigntlr. 
"Oh, tha t  is alright, we will not examir~e 
your boxes,' took down the barrier and le t  
us through. I thanked him fo r  his cour- 
tesy. When we reached the  Langar  a t  
Tograkdunp all w a s  locked up so we hnd 
to go another 70 li to Kuchae. T h e  mbole 
route was desert till within 20 l i  of the  
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city. We had companions, but  we went 
elwwly on account of the trore on my poor 
animal's back. By going slowly, and wash- 
ing the wound every day, auointing i t  with 
salve, i t  gradually got better. I n  travelling 
these long distances i t  is almost impossible 
to  get over the journey without the animals 
getting a sore, w ~ ~ e c i a l l y  the  pack animals. 
I f  the R.S.P.C.A. inspectors were herc, 
there would hardly be an  animnl permitted 
to go on a journey, tha t  is the pack nni- 
mals. The sufferings of these poor crea- 
tures is  unspeakable. We arrived a t  the 
city of Kuchae at 8.30 a.m. How glad I 
was to get to the inn, having had a n  
attack of ague 2 nights before, my poor 
back was like to  break in two with the 
long ride of 70 n ~ i l . ~ ~  After I I  cup of tea 
I lay down anfl  slcbpt till r~orln. 111 the 
aftc~ucmn I paid :I, visit to Miss P ~ n ~ ~ ~ n l l ' s  
home. She is  the orlly nlisfi~oi~rrry it1 the 
mty. Ct'ihua i s  her leavest h l i s~ ion  Sta-  
tlou 26 days' jol~rnc y. 0 1 1  my h~.?kwar( l  
journey I called at the Post Office for 
letters, then I lost myself, having taken 
the wrong turn, finally a boy led me u, 
the  inn. T h a t  eveniug the post-master got 
a letter from his home, saying tha t  his 
mother was dead, had 2 days' mourning, so 
was delayed, for I wished to draw money. 
Three days running I had lunch with Miss 
EngvaLl and heard about her work. Kuchne 
i s  a large city, and very busy. The  best 
furs  come from this neighbourhood. A road 
running parallel with the Khotan River w 
the 1'; rim or  Yarknnd River from Khotan 
then after crossing the river goes north 
to  Kuchae. Along this route, though it i u  
all desert there is  a great deal of traffic. 
T h e  journey takes 25 days, instead of 33, 
via Marsal-bashi and Yarkand and 4 1  daye 
via Knshgar. As a rule the merchandise 
changes hands a t  Kuchae for the East.  The  
magistrate very kindly prepared a feast 
for  me, and there I met a small official 
from my old station of Sining i n  Kansuh. 
Th is  magistrate is  a very quiet lhoughtful 
man and exceptionally courteous. Hrre my 
man gave me a lot of trouble. Tho  second 
morning he wanted to go off very earls. 
I said he could go after his work was done. 
and the animals attended t o ;  he wanted 
t o  leave the work to the escort, but I 
would not agree. The next morning after 
I had my cup of tea he said he was going 
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out, tha t  the escort would look after me, 
I objected. hut he took no hecd and oft 
he weut. I could huve got another man, 
bnt he might be no better. Elowever during 
his absence I hncl an opportunity of exn- 
mining his luggage, and found us I hnd 
rnthcr expected, about 24 knives, which he 
bought in Kltshplr to sell in l'ihun. I told 
him thnt hc could not t ~ k u  them, us w e  
nllowc~d none of oiir scrvnnts to carry 
dutinble goods, so lic told nlP tha t  he hnd 
arrnngcd with allother rnan goil~g to Til lu:~ 
to take them. He hat1 told me a big lie. 
Now, holvever, he had to give me proof 
thnt he w:\s not tukiug them. H e  arranged 
with the carter to take them and brought 
the receipt he hnd got from the carter, nnd 
erc wc stnrted I exnll~illed his luggnge. A 
Chantco who snw how he nctcd snid, "That 
fellow is  not a man, he is  n dog." 

Slight .Earthquake. 
April 4th.-tVe left Kuchne a t  1 p.m. 

Jiist outside the suburb there is  a long 
street of empty houses, all the snme size. 
The official who built them hoped to  get the 
the people to  live in them, in fact he forced 
some to occupy them, but gradually they 
wont away. It c w l d  \vc~ll be cnlled Folly 
Strect. My horse wns not very well so 
o11.r ~ \ ~ : x n t  GO li, the following dny 50 li, 
~1111 the third day nlso 50. There was rr 
sllght onrthquake, in the  evening. Horse  
i s  well aaain. T l ~ e  4th day we reached tho 
city of Bugur. some 12.000 families in  the 
oasis Exccnt for the little oasis nt  the end 
of each day's stage the rest was all desert. 
T h e  Indian Aksnkal wanted me to  stny in  
his house, but as  we were lenving early the  
next morning we preferred to stay in the  
inn. He is  a very rich man. Ele wns never 
tiretl of tell in^ me how rich he was, how 
much land he had got by lending out money 
nt a large interest, the 1)oor farmer not being 
ablc to pay. his land was forfeited. The  
Aksaknl's wives are  Chanteo women, and 
their children an  addition t o  the many 
difl?crent types of Chanteos to be seen in thim 
vas: Province of Sinkiang (Chinese 
Turkestan).  Goinp to  the home of the 
Aksakal I saw a body of a Chanteo women 
wrapped in calico according t o  the  custom 
of the  Mxhommedans. A lot of children 
werr playing near a t  hand and several men 
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sitting a t  a dietance. On enquiry, I found 
she n-as the wife of a Chinese merchant and 
th r  Mr~llahs had refused permission for her 
to bc buried in their cemetery. Money had 
bcl~n offered but  refused, she had married 
u kafir (an unbeliever). Probably the 
result mould be tha t  they would bury her 
in waste land. She left 5 children. Bugur 
to Karashar  was covered in 6 days, generally 
done in  5 days, but we preferred to  take 
it ensy ; desert and jungle with pretty little 
Bpaces, o r  oases, here and there. The second 
day out we skirted tlie edge of the Takla- 
hfakan desert, and there waR many sand 
dunes. On the same day we passed the 
pretty little oasis of Chidur. The wheat 
w . . ~  just beginning to &hoot up, a lovely 
sheet of green fields hedged in by the tall 
golden rreds, with a n  avcnue of cypress 
trees running through the villnge, and white 
poplars bordering the fields, all richly 
coloured by the sprouting buds, apricot, 
peach and pear trees in full bloom. The 
rond runs parallrl with the mountains. We 
crossed the river a t  Karashar  in a ferry. 
MJ sel-vnnt wanted to cross on horseback 
with the escort rather than be troubled to 
go about 8 li round, hut I refused, and wns 
glad I did 60 when I saw how deep i t  was 
wher the escort crossed. Back again to 
Kemshar.  

The Great Takla-Maklan Desert 
Circsrmclrs b!~!ofed. 

Velay few white men, if any, hnve had the 
privilege of travelling round this great 
d ~ s e r t  in one jouiney. Straight aoross from 
riist to  west it is  600 miles in leugth ; north 
to south, average width 150 miles, 90 stages, 
round it. 

Karashar-Urumtsi (Tihua) 11 stages.- 
The first 2 days through territory belonging 
to  the Mongol Prince of Karashar. A good 
den1 of land under cultivation belonging to 
hint. Passed many. Mongol tents, the second 
day. Much marshy ground. One place the 
bridge was broken down. A Mongol who 
was on before having got safely over the 
hog very kindly waited till we arrived, and 
showed us  where to  cross. It was very 
kind of him. I gave him a Gospel. Sand 
flies were very troublesome, making my 
horse very restless. B y  day, sand flies; by 



night, mosquitoes. We passed a woman 
lying on the ground and her friends stand- 
ing round hur;  & had talren ill suddenly 

this fa r  away, away from nny dwelling. 
Such are  the dangers in travelling in  desert 
l a i ~ d  These deserts could tell many a sad 
story. Third stage was a very dreary one, 
reckoned by the people 80 miles but 
probably 49 miles. On the second evening 
we started out a t  0.30 p.m. and arrived a t  
Kcra-Kizil a t  7 a.m. This  is the inn I 
missed on my outward journey. I t  standa 
in a gully with high rocks on both sides. 
Going from the south side i t  could ,not be 
missed as  the inn door faces south, but 
cowing from the north i t  i s  easy to miss, 
that is if you do not look back. for there ia 
uothing to see but a huge pile of rubble 
siouev on the north and cast and looks like 
so mnny of tho brolren-down houses in the 
grlly. Tha t  is  how I missed it. I f  the men 
11:u-l not deceived mc the night befdre, meet- 
ing the 4 Chanteos on the road after I had 
nonab over 10 li, I would have nsked them. 
IF I bnd looked back down the y l l y ,  I 
would have seen the inn door, but  I did 
not look back. There is  not mother  house 
ncar, and I expected to  see more houses 
than one. ICara-Kizil to  ICurnus very 
bnrrcn; the next day we crossed the monn- 
tain to Arghai Bulnk, 100 li, and the 
following day arrived a t  Bokshun, where the 
road branches off to  Turfan. Some days 
previous to our  arrival a t  Dokshun there had 
l>:lr~i some vehr bad sand-storms which had 
blocked the roads very badly, making it 
hard for the carters. W e  saw one with his 
3 horses struggling to  get forward. The  
poor animals would make a desperate effort, 
get n h u t  3 yards then stop again. T h e  
~ufferings of the  poor animals a r e  terrible. 
About 12 li from Dokshun we saw the 
wvter coming out of a kariz. There a re  a 
fen houses hatd by, the owners having fields 
wntered by this kariz. A few small treee 
grew by the side of the water. We saw the 
grass popping i ts  head above the aand. I n  
Dokshun district I was told there &re 120 
kariz, o r  underground tunnels with a grade 
less than the sloping plains, and thus  lying 
farther and f a d e r  below the surface ae  
theg are  followed u p  from the mouth. "The 
Pulse of Asia " by Ellsworth Huntingdon. 
" The  system of the  kariz was introduc+ 



into Chiuese l 'urkestan from Persia about 
1780 A.D." Soon after we left Dockshun 
a terrific north-eastern wind blew up, 
making i t  very difficult to proceed, and b e  
fvllowing morning entering the pass, my 
animal was blown right round, and nearly 
threw me off. Once over the Tien-shan it 
wau calmer. 2 days more brought me to 
Urumtsi (Tihua).  I sent off a telegram 
from Dokshun on the Monday dternoon and 
i t  urrived a t  the hlivsio~l 011 E'riday, 2 hourn 
bcfol-(1 mc, just tu give M e s s r ~  IIullter uud 
Muthar sufficient time to meet me about 7 li 
flnrl  the city. I had been away O months 
and 2 days, distance, 3,300 miles, l(n stages. 
I rode my mnre nll the way and she sewed 
rnp well. The  officials were exceedingly kind 
to me all the way. The  Postal Commissioner 
iu Tihua very kindly made arrangements 
fop me to draw any money needed by the 
why. The  Postmasters did all they could 
for me. Except two  attacks of ague I had 
good health all the way. The  Scriptures 
merr. distributed among the people, and the 
r e ~ u l t  i s  left with the Lord of the Harvest. 

T h e  journey cost f50, and I passed 
through 18 cities, without a mission stntion. 

I started oa the promise " As t h y  Days, 
so shall thy Strength be." Now a t  the end 
I can truly eay tha t  the help and strength 
rendered ha .  more than weighed down the 
balance on which the promise was laid. 



HEXHA11 : 
J .  Cnthcr.nl1 & Co. (Printers), Ltd., 

" Coilrallt " Printing Works. 
1930. 




	Arv3i 135_2R.tif
	Arv3i 136_1L.tif
	Arv3i 136_2R.tif
	Arv3i 137_1L.tif
	Arv3i 137_2R.tif
	Arv3i 138_1L.tif
	Arv3i 138_2R.tif
	Arv3i 139_1L.tif
	Arv3i 139_2R.tif
	Arv3i 140_1L.tif
	Arv3i 140_2R.tif
	Arv3i 141_1L.tif
	Arv3i 141_2R.tif
	Arv3i 142_1L.tif
	Arv3i 142_2R.tif
	Arv3i 143_1L.tif
	Arv3i 143_2R.tif
	Arv3i 144_1L.tif
	Arv3i 144_2R.tif
	Arv3i 145_1L.tif
	Arv3i 145_2R.tif
	Arv3i 146_1L.tif
	Arv3i 146_2R.tif
	Arv3i 147_1L.tif
	Arv3i 147_2R.tif
	Arv3i 148_1L.tif
	Arv3i 148_2R.tif
	Arv3i 149_1L.tif
	Arv3i 149_2R.tif
	Arv3i 150_1L.tif
	Arv3i 150_2R.tif
	Arv3i 151_1L.tif
	Arv3i 151_2R.tif
	Arv3i 152_1L.tif
	Arv3i 152_2R.tif
	Arv3i 153_1L.tif
	Arv3i 153_2R.tif
	Arv3i 154_1L.tif
	Arv3i 154_2R.tif
	Arv3i 155_1L.tif
	Arv3i 155_2R.tif
	Arv3i 156_1L.tif
	Arv3i 156_2R.tif
	Arv3i 157_1L.tif
	Arv3i 157_2R.tif
	Arv3i 158_1L.tif
	Arv3i 158_2R.tif
	Arv3i 159_1L.tif
	Arv3i 159_2R.tif
	Arv3i 160_1L.tif
	Arv3i 160_2R.tif
	Arv3i 161_1L.tif
	Arv3i 161_2R.tif
	Arv3i 162_1L.tif
	Arv3i 162_2R.tif
	Arv3i 163_1L.tif
	Arv3i 163_2R.tif
	Arv3i 164_1L.tif
	Arv3i 164_2R.tif
	Arv3i 165_1L.tif
	Arv3i 165_2R.tif

